ae yk aR ate 
DA elNe dae cae ee ee 
REL aay 


al —————— Ge a AAT ee iy A hi 


ORISSA. 
REVIEW 


aspati Mitra-T he King of Magadha pays obeisance 


} f Brh : 
Saree gr Kase os 2 Repay 


KHARAVELA MAHOTSAVA SPECIAL NUMBER - 


y 


oe er a ieee 


=: Minister L& PR. Shri Bhupinder Singh and Principal Secretary L& P.R. Shri S.C. Hota at the §©=——8 


u———— jnaugural ceremony of the Orissa Day in L1.T-F, 1998 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi on 22.11.98 se 


a ———y 


VOL.LV NO.5S 
DECEMBER - 1998 


: S.C. Hota 
Principal Secretary to Government 


R.N. Dash 
Director, 1.& PR. i 


Raj Kishore Mishra 
Editor 


Editorial Assistance : 
Bibhu Chandra Mishra 
Durga Charan Nayak 


Cover Design 
Shyama Sundar Pattnaik 


DTP. & Design: 


Computer Systems 
Information & Public Relations Department 


The Orissa Review aims at 
disseminating knowledge and 
information concerning Orissa's 
socio-economic development, 
art and culture. Views, records, 
statistics and information 
published in the Orissa Review 
are not necessarily those of the 
Government of Orissa. 


Published by Information & 
Public Relations Department, 
Government of Orissa, 
Bhubaneswar - 751 001 and Printed 
at Orissa Government Press, 
Cuttack - 753010 


For subscription and trade 
inquiry, contact : Manager, 
Publications, |. & P.R. 


ae 


Two Rupees / Copy 
Twenty Rupees / Yearly 


Grad: 
“PR. Mishra 


The Jain Heritage of Orissa 
Jeeban Ku. Patnaik 


Jainism in Orissa 
S.N. Agrawal 


Emperor Kharavela:His personality, vision 
and achievement 
B.B. Kar 


Military Achievements of Emperor Kharavela 
Dr. H.C. Das 


Kharavela's Hathigumpha Inscriptions 
Late Prof: N.K. Sahu 


Inscriptions in the caves of Udayagiri 
and Khandagiri 
Ms. Sujata Das 


The story of the great leaders of Orissa's 
Amalgamation Movement 
R.P. Shastry 


Good-bye, Mehtab! 
Dr. Pabitra Mohan Nayak 


Modalities for implementation of Watershed 
Development Projects in KBK districts 
B.K. Patnaik 


Human Rights Education 
B.C. Rout 


Survey reveals new birds at Chilka 
* Monalisa Jena 


The Hidden Treasure 
Ashok Kumar Pattanaik 


Tales of Success 


Pathani Samanta 
Raykishore Mishra 


Gemstone Policy '98 of Govt. of Orissa 


News Tips 


iri, 


i-Udayagi 


ir 
Bhubaneswar 


The Jain Tree symbol 
(Tatowa Cave) 
Samrat Kharavela’s hunting scene 


amas 
9 
er 
Oo 
a 
= 
~~ 
emt 
vO 
ss 
ee ° 
S 
br] 
=) 
— 
i=") 
= 
=] 
Y 
ep) 


at Khandag 


SO ASS ST SS Ta 
eis oe >t knee area 7 st - ns 


Wh ay 
~ a : ‘ ite : 3 ecomber, LYS. 


— 


CHIEF MINISTER SHRI JANAKI BALLAV PATNAIK LAYS THE FOUNDATION STONE 
OF KHARAVELA LIBRARY BHAWAN IN NEW DELHI. 


Shri J.B. Patnaik, Chief Minister of Orissa laid the foundation stone of Kharavela Library Bhawan in New Delhi on 
Nov. 29,'98. The Library Bhawan will be dedicated in the memory of King Kharavela under the aegis of Kund Kund Bharati, a 
national organisation instituted for research of Prakrit language. 


Speaking at the function as Chief Guest, Shri J.B. Patnaik said that Kharavela was a great hero and fought against 
foreign invaders for the unity of “the motherland. He described Samrat Kharavela as a symbol of global peace and welfare. 
Presiding over the function the President of Kund Kund Bharati, Shri Ashok Kumar Jain said that facilities would be provided 
for an indepth study on Kharavela's regime in the proposed Library. 


Shri Patnaik, also announced at the function that the year 2000 will be observed as Kalinga-Kharavela Year anda 
national seminar on the regime of Kharavela will be organised in Orissa in January, 1999. Shri Patnaik felt that more research is 
_ required relating to the regime of Kharavela and publications will be made on aspects available. He has also agreed to provide 
necessary financial help to Kund Kund Bharati for its research programme. 


Among others, the founder of Kund Kund Bharati, Shramana Vidyanandji and Prof. Raja Ram Jain spoke on the 
occasion. 
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Jainism is generally believed to have 
come into existence prior to Buddhism. 
Mahavira, the last apostle and a contemporary 
of Sakyamuni Buddha was a native of Vaishali 


Unique image of Parsvanath with Astagraha, 
Ayodhya, District Balasore. 


THE JAIN HERITAGE OF ORISSA 


Jeeban Kumar Patnaik 


who died at Pava or Pavapuri in South Bihar. 
Jainism is broadly divided into two sects, the 
Digambaras, ‘whose covering is the air’, who 
regard nudity as a sign of holiness, and the 
Svetambaras who are clad white. The Jaina 
religious theories and practices, in many 
respects closely resemble that of the Buddhists. 
They acknowledge no supreme creator, believe 
in transmigration, regard all animal lives as 
sacred, reverence to the jins or tirthankaras, 

as they are believed to have overcome all 
human desire and to have attained Nirvana. 


The present day followers of the religion’ 


chiefly belong to the business community. 


Though the dating of the bust of 
Tirthankara, discovered at Mohenjodaro is still 
controversial, the antiquity of Jaina edifices 
nevertheless goes back to about 2nd century 
B.C. and they ate in no way, inferior to that of 
the Buddhists though the number of such 
religious shrines are very few. The Jainas 


excavated cave dwellings or Bhikshugrihafor - 


their saints are unlike the large assembly halls, 
the Chaityas of the Buddhists. 


Later in the early centuries of the 
Christian era, large number of caves were 
excavated in different parts of India, viz. 
Khandagiri-Udayagiri, Junagadh, Girnar 
(Gujrat), Aihole, Badami, Pattadakal 
(Karnataka) Khora, Ankai, Chamarlena and 
Indrasabha, Jagannathasabha in Ellora 
(Maharashtra) as well as Suvarna-Bhandara at 
Rajgir (Bihar). These are some of the rare 
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Sasanadevi, Ambika, Podasingdi, Keonjhar. 


examples of Jaina rock—cut caves. So far as 
temples and other edifices are concerned, the 
Jaina artists excelled in many respects and 
have left behind a unique workmanship and 
technical skill as exemplified in the artistic 
remains of different parts of the country viz. 
Girnar (Gujarat), Mount Abu, Parshvanatha 
at Gwalior, Khajuraho and Chittore and 
different parts of Karnataka state popularly 
known as Bastis. The dome of the Vimala and 
the Tejapala temples at Abu, the tower at 
Chitore and Jaina bastis at Karkala, Bhatkal, 
Halebid, Sravanabelgola, Mudabidri and the 
so-called priest tomb of Mudabidri (South 
Kanara District of Karnataka) are magnificent 
examples of Jaina architecture. 


Jainism and Buddhism played an 
important role in shaping the political, social, 
economic and cultural history of Orissa since 
about 6th century B.C. Lord Buddha and 
Mahavira, the two great personalities were 
contemporary to each other. Although Lord 
Buddha never visited Orissa. Mahavira is 
believed to have visited Orissa, as known from 


literary sources during the life time of his long * 


sojourn in Eastern India. 


Jainism which flourished in Orissa is 
generally traced back to.a period much earlier 
than that of the rise of Buddhism as known 
from legendary and traditional accounts. The 
significant sculptural details are found in relief 
in the cave No.9 and Manchapuri-Svargapuri 
caves. The lower storey of the cave contains 
a subject believed to be the well known 
Kalinga Jina, which was carried away by the 
mighty Nandas of Pataliputra and the sacred 
image was brought back by the great 
Kharavela of Kalinga. Jainism was evidently 
a popular religion since at least Sth/4th century 
B.C. in ancient Kalinga-Odra region. 


Whatever the facts may be, it was from 
the 2nd century B.C. onwards, after the 
emergence of Chedi dynasty, Jainism received 
the royal patronage and flourished throughout 
the length and breadth of ancient Odra and 
Kalinga. In the first century B.C. Jainism 
appears to have reached the acme of its 
prestige and glory during the time of 
Mahameghavahana Kharavela. By the royal 
patronage, Jainism became the state religion 
as evident from the Hathi Gumpha inscription 
which contains a salutation to Jaina teachers. 
the Arhatas and Siddhas. It was Kharavela who 
was responsible in selecting the secluded 
location to accommodate the Jaina ascetics 
during their Varsha Basa (rainy retreat) at 
Udayagiri-Khandagiri hills then popular as 
Kumara and Kumari Parvata, is situated at a 
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distance of 8 kms. from the present capital city 
of Bhubaneswar. The twin hills are honey- 
combed with the spacious caves excavated on 
the order of King Kharavela. A large number 
of Jaina caves on both the hills are still in 
existence inspite of the vagaries of nature. 


Udayagiri-Khandagiri and _ its 


neighbourhood pulsated with life during the 


two or three centuries 
before Christ. There are 44 
caves in the Udayagiri and 
19 in the Khandagiri hills. 
They can be counted as the 
first rock-cut workmanship 
of the Jainacommunity and 
are fascinating as a 
continuous document for 
the development of archaic 
art from 2nd century B.C. to 
Ist and 2nd century A.D. 
The pillared pavilion, 
niches in the sculptures and 
monolithic elephants and 
other animal motifs are as 
rich and superb as those of 
contemporary Buddhist 
remains at Bhaja, Karla, 
Bharut, Bodhgaya etc. The 
most important of these 
caves are Hathi Gumpha 
inscription (2nd century 
B.C.), Ranigumpha (2nd 
century B.C.), Ganesh 
Gumpha (Ist century B.C.), 
Swargapuri and Manchapuri (2nd and Ist 
century B.C. respectively). The pillars 
alongwith door lintels of the above caves are 
embellished with sculptures, sculptural friezes 
and panels illustrating Jaina legends, 
mythology and iconographic features and are 
unique of its kind in the whole of Eastern India. 
Most of these caves have bas-reliefs depicting 


Orissa State Museum 


Jaina objects of devotion and sacred symbols. 
There are also episodes related to the period. 


carved on the walls. The sculptures depict 
artistic excellence marked by vigour and 
simplicity unparalleled in early Indian art. The 
sculptural art pieces on the cave walls are 
Dvarapalas (sentries), winged animals, 
hunting scenes, royal procession, apparently 
Digvijaya of King 
Kharavela in Ranigumpha 
cave, worship of Kalinga 
Jina by the King in cave 
No.9 (Swargapuri Mancha- 
puri gumpha), famous 
elopement of Vasavadatta, 
princess of Ujjain 
(Udayagiri hill) in Ganesh 
gumpha, Surya and Laxmi 
images in Ananta Gumpha 
etc. 


The popularity of 
Jainism in Orissa is 
established on the basis of 
archaeological evidences 
which are picked up from 
different parts of the 
province in the form of 
sculptures, inscriptions 
belonging to the Jaina sect. 
Though the architectural and 
sculptural art of Khandagiri- 
Udayagiri started within the 
period of Kharavela, the 
development continued for 
afew centuries as evident from the Navamuni 
and Barabhuji caves of Khandagiri hill. This 
shows Jainism was in existence in Orissa even 
during the hey-day of Buddhism and 
Hinduism. Further Jainism also continued to 
flourish in Orissa during the time of 
Somavamsi and imperial Gangas and _ later 
Gajapati King. In the Trisula cave are found 
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relics of Tirthankara which appears to have 
belonged to the 15th century AD or even later. 
Due to non-availability of 
royal patronage in later 
days, Jaina centres became 
victims to the mighty / 
Brahmanical influences, but 
could survive due to the 
patronage of Jain mercantile 
community. 


Jajpur, which was * 


art and architecture also 
possesses Jaina sculptures, , 
miniature temples,. 
preserved at Akhandale-! 
swara temple at Hatadiha— 
all situated in the close 
vicinity of Jajpur. They are 
also to be seen at Ayodhya 
in the Balasore district, at 
Charampa near Bhadrak 
town, at Khiching and its 
neighbouring place, 
Nakatipat in the 
Mayurbhanj district, at 
Baidakhia and Podesingi in 
Keonjhar District and 


Rishavanatha 
Orissa State Museum 


Museum, Bhubaneswar and other museums 
of different districts of Orissa containing the 


images of Tirthankaras, Jain 
female deities like Ambika, 
the Yakshinees and other 
divinities. Besides, a few 
metal sculptures belonging 
to the Jaina pantheon are 
also available at places like 
Kakatpur, Achyutrajpur in 
Puri district and Byree in 
Cuttack district. 


Thus Jainism in Orissa 
has a long history and 
continue to be one of the 
religions of Orissa right 


‘upto the modern times. 


Besides playing a vital role 
in the religious life of 
people, it did contribute a 
lot to enrich the cultural 
heritage of - Orissa, 
especially in the field of art 
and architecture. Although 
human vandalism, coupled 
with vagaries of nature, has 
razed a number of such 
monuments to the ground, 


Dhakulei shrines at Pratapanagari in the yet the remnants speak highly of Jaina 
district of Cuttack. The district of Koraput is _ influence in the history of Orissa in particular 
extremely rich in Jaina antiquities and _ and the subcontinent in general. 


monuments of medieval period in places like 
Suai, Kachela, B.Singhpur, Nandapur, 
Boriguma, Kotapad, Kamta etc. Several other 
images have been preserved in the State 


Archaeological Survey of India 
Bhubaneswar. 
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JAINISM IN ORISSA 


Jaina religion, one of the ancient faiths 
of India has had a deep imprint on the socio— 
cultural life of the people, manifesting 
magnificent art and architecture in all parts of 
the Country. As a religious movement, it kept 
its door open to the people irrespective of 
castes, sects and creeds. The cultural heritage 
of the country has been greatly enriched by 
this popular thought. 


Jainism is the earliest known state 
religion of Orissa. The ancient Kalinga was 
famous as a Jand of Jaina religion and culture 
since very early time. We may say that the 
earliest Jain king in Kalinga was Karakandu 
or Karandu who accepted the Caturyama form 
of Jainism preached by Parsvanatha. 
According to Kumbhakara Jataka this king 
was a contemporary of Dummukha, king of 
Pancala. Naggaji, king of Gandhara and Nimi, 
king of Videha. The Uttaradhyayana Sutra 
declares Karakandu, Nimi, Dummukha and 
Naggiji as bulls among kings and states that 
they adopted the faith of the Jaina and 
abdicated the throne to lead the life of 
Sramanas. It is revealed from the Jaina work 
Ksetra Samasa that the 23rd Tirthankara 
Parsvanatha has preached the doctrine at 
Tamralipta and Kopakataka. N.N. Vasu 
identifies Kopakataka with modern Kupari in 
Baleswar district of Orissa. The famous cave 
of Anantagumpha (Khandagiri hill) known 
from its serpent symbol is said to have been 
dedicated to Parsvanatha. Mention may be 
made here that a broken image of Parsvanatha 
is now preserved at Harisankara Temple in 
Balangir district. Dr. N.K.Sahu rightly remarks 
that Parsvanatha was associated with the 


S.N. Agrawal 


spiritual life of Kalinga and it is very likely 
that Karakandu, the earliest known Jaina King, 
of that territory was one of his spiritual 
disciples. The date of Parsvanatha, immediate 
predecessor of Mahavira has however been 
approximately known. He lived and preached 
about 250 years before Mahavira (i.e. in the 
8th Century B.C.) 


The line 14 of the Hathigumpha 
inscription reveals that Mahavira preached his 
sermon standing on the crest of the Kumari 
Parvata, identified with the Udayagiri hill near 
Bhubaneswar. This fact has been corroborated 
by the traditions recorded in Jaina sacred 
literature like Avasyaka -Sutra and its 
commentary by Haribhadra, as well as, the 
Harivamsa of Jinasenacarya. It will not be 
unreasonable to conclude that by the 6th 
century B.C., when Mahavira preached the 
Pancayama system of Jainism, it had acquired 
considerable influence over the people of 
Kalinga and since then it continued to be one 
of the major religions at least up to the rule of 
Kharavela in the 1st century B.C. 


Kharavela was a Jaina by birth and not 
aconvert like Asoka and, as such, became the 
devout exponent of Jainism. His patronage to 
Jainism saved that religion from internal 
dissension and contributed to its revival and 
growth as a spiritual force. The Hathigumpha 
inscription incised on the overhanging brow 
of Hathigumpha in southern side of the 
Udayagiri hill contains detailed accounts of 
Kharavela from his boyhood upto the 13th year 
of his rule as Maharaja of Kalinga in perfect 
chronological order. It is sorrounded by Jaina 
religious symbols — Vaddhamangala, Svastika, 
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Nandipada and Vrksacaitya — the obvious 
implication of which is that the contents of 
the record are vowed to be true. This 
inscription which opens with a salute to Jaina 
saints clearly indicates the prominence of 
Jainism in Orissa during that period. It records 
the sincere devotion and patronage of 
Kharavela for Jaina religion. 


Itis revealed from this inscription that 
in his 8th regnal year Kharavela led the 
invasion against Magadha and marching 
towards the north, stormed the fort of 
Gorathagiri, identified with modern Barabar 
hill of Gaya district in Bihar. It was by that 
critical time that one Yavana king who was 
then in occupation of Mathura was advancing 
against Magadha. The Yavanas were defeated 
by Kharavela and were purged out of Mathura, 
which was then a stronghold of Jainism. 


The twelfth regnal year witnessed 
another significant expedition of Kharavela to 
the north which also relates to religion. This 
time he proceeded to Pataliputra, attacked the 
city and forced the Magadhan king 
Bahasatimita to submit to him. After this 
victory he brought back from Magadha the 
Kalinga Jina, which had been formerly taken 
to Magadha by Nandaraja. The Nanda king 
finds mention in Hathigumpha inscription 
twice and has been identified with 
Mahapadmananda belonging to 4th century 
B.C. K.C. Panigrahi following B.M. Barua 
takes him as Asoka, the illustrious Maurya 
emperor, does not seem to hold good. While 
N.K. Sahu identifies Kalinga Jina with the first 
Jina Risabhanatha, K.C. Panigrahi takes the 
same as a sacred symbol of Jainism. Of course 
it is difficult to be definite on this point. If the 
view of Dr. Sahu is accepted then it will be 
the earliest image worship in India. Whatever 
the case may be, the name Kalinga Jina clearly 
indicates that in those days Kalinga was 
famous for Jaina religion and culture and the 
Kalinga Jina, which was being worshipped 
there by that time as a state deity was 


considered to be the embodiment of national 
honour and prestige. 


It is further known from the 
Hathigumpha inscription that in the 11th 
regnal year Kharavela is said to have reclaimed 
the ancient metropolis of Pithunda by ploughs 
drawn by asses. The fact that he preferred asses 
to bulls appears significant, because the bull 
is associated with Adijina Risabhanatha. 
According to the Jaina Uttaradhyayana Sutra 
Pithunda was a flourishing Port of Kalinga 
even as early as the time of Mahavira when it 
was a famous seat of Jainism. Dr. Sahu rightly 
remarks : 

"The reclamation of Pithunda and the 
restoration of Kalinga Jina were two great 
spiritual and religious works undertaken 
during the I1th and 12th regnal years 
respectively, which were closely linked with 
one another." ; 


The caves in Udayagiri and Khandagiri 
hills near Bhubaneswar were dug out mostly 
during the reign of Kharavela in the Ist century 
B.C. for the abode of Jaina ascetics. The 
inscriptions found in the above hills represent 
Kharavela not only as the embodiment of 
politics, diplomacy and peace, and as a 
cakravarti king, but also as a sage (yati) and 
as a staunch Jaina, but he was tolerant of all 
religious sects and respected the Brahmins and 
the Buddhists. It is a fact that in the time of 
Kharavela Jainism flourished in Orissa as 
never before and after. 


After the fall of Kharavela's dynasty 
the fortunes of Jainism in Orissa cannot be 
clearly traced. But Jaina sculptures have been 
discovered throughout the length and breadth 
of this state. Jainism has all along shown a 
temarkable non-antagonistic attitude towards 
Hinduism, which according to competent 
authorities, is one of the causes of its survival. 
The same spirit worked in Orissa, and Jainism 
continued to co-exist as minor religion 
alongwith other religions. The Jaina images 
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Beginning portion of Hathigumpha Inscription prepared by the author. 


found in different places of the state either 
individually or with sculptures of Buddhist and 
Brahmanical pantheons evidently justify the 
above remark. 


During the Sth-6th centuries A.D. 
Jainism sprang out in Mayurbhanja and 
Keonjhar regions. It is revealed from a Jaina 
prakrit lexi, entitled Abhidhana Rajendra that 
there is a holy tank named Risi Tadaga at 
Sailapura in Tosali province. A great festival 
is held here extending over a period of 8 days. 
It is also mentioned in the same book that the 
people of Anandapura celebrate a great festival 
for eight days in the autumn on Pracinabaha 
which meets Sarasvati. Pandit Banambara 
Acharya has identified the river Sarasvati 
(daughter of Brahma) with Brahmani and 
Pracinabaha with Baitarani. Anandapura has 
been identified with modern Anandapur of 
Keonjhar district. Mention may be made here 
that a large number of Jain sculptures have 
been discovered from this region. 


In 6th - 7th centuries A.D. the 
Sailodbhava established a principality in 
coastal Orissa extending from the Mahanadi 
in the north to the Mahendragiri in the south. 
Sailodbhava age is marked for religious 
movement accepting Saivism as state religion. 
Siva was acclaimed as the highest God as is 
known from their epigraphical records. The 
Sailodbhavas although patronised Saivism 
were tolerant to other sects and religions. 


Banapur plates of Dharmmaja (695 - 725 A.D) 
reveal that his queen Bhagavati Sri Rajni Sri 
Kalyanadevi granted some lands to 
Darhadacarya Nasicandra and his disciple 
Ekasata Prabuddhacandra, who have been 
taken as Jaina monks by Dr. N.K.Sahu. 


The illustrious Somavamisis of Orissa, 
who were devout Saiva, appeared to have 
patronised Jainism. The latest group of Jaina 
caves in Khandagiri hill like Lalatendu Kesari 
Cave, Navamuni Cave and Barabhuji Cave, 
all containing inscriptions were dug out during 
the reign of Somavamsi king Udyota Kesari. 
The inscriptions in these Caves clearly indicate 
that the Somavamsi kings in consideration of 
the importance of Jaina centre caused its 
revival. 


After the fall of Soma dynasty, Jainism 
is not known to have enjoyed royal patronage, 
but it continued in the religious firmament till 
the later medieval period and is still a living 
faith among some communities of Orissa. In 
later period a Jaina temple was constructed 
on the crest of Khandagiri hill, which was 
noticed by Stirling in 1825, who has noted it 
as 'a neat temple of modern construction’. It 
is evident that the Jaina occupation of the 
Udayagiri and Khandagiri hills was continuous 
from long before the time of Kharavela down 
to the present day. 

Menda (Sonepur) 
Pin - 767063 


CPE 0 TL 


a 


TW 


Orissa Review 


December 19.98) 


HUA ACES LeU eee ee eee BEI: 


| 


(ASSEGHOS RUE SU OS MEGA HME BEE EE 


LEVON EIEGRE 


i 


EMPEROR KHARAVELA 
HIS PERSONALITY, VISION AND ACHIEVMENT 


Aira Mahameghavahana, Kalinga- 
dhipati Maharaja Kharavela appeared like a 
comet in the first half of the first century B.C. 
in the political firmament of Kalinga that had 
dazzled the ancient Indian history with his 
miraculous achievment in a short span of only 
13 years of reign. 


The death of emperor Ashoka in 232 
B.C. sounded the death knell of Mauryan 
Empire, built up by Chandragupta Maurya, the 
first known emperor of India and Ashoka 
resulting in disintegration of the empire into 
small kingdoms and principalities. Kalinga 
brokeway from the Magadhan suzerainty. 


Vidarbha in central India rose up as an 
important power carving out a vast track from 
Mouryan empire; Pushyamitrasunga, a general 
killed the last Mouryan ruler, Brihadratha, thus 
establishing the Sunga-rule in Magadha. 
History of India from this time till the rise of 
Kharvela is hazy and inconspicuous. Internal 
dissension and rivalry resulted in anarchy. At 
such critical time, two major powers 
Satavahana in South Western India and Chedi 
of Kalinga emerged prominently. 


Emergence of great personality after a 
great political turmoil has been the process of 
history particularly in India. Infact, Maharaj 
Kharavela acted as an interlude heralding an 
era of prosperity, political aggrandisement and 
unification of the Kalinga empire, carving out 
a major part of the then Bharatvarsha. 


Er. B.B. Kar. 


Aira Kharavela was the third ruler of 
Chedi dynasty. The miraculously auspicious 
marks revealed on his body were predicted to 
be the signs of a great personality. Thus his 
parents and the officials took adequate step to 
train him as acrown-prince in administration, 
laws, accountacy, method of correspondence, 
military affairs and other branches of learning. 
This was done in pursuance of Niti Sastra, 
Smruti, the epics, Kautilya's Arthasastra and 
the prevailing traditions. Hathigumpha 
inscription depicts him of having extremely 
handsome appearance of brown complexion 
(Siri kadara sarira vata). During the stage of 
his crown-prince till he attained the age of 15, 
he had to undergo not only the rigorous 
training but had to assist his father in running 
the administration. It is interesting to note that 
the participation of a crown-prince in the 
administration of a state is an exception in case 
of Kharavela who perhaps lost his father at 
this tender age, hence this period till he was 
annointed as the king is what is called 
Regency, but the charter is altogether silent. 
However, Kharavela ascended the throne as 
the king of resurging Kalinga at the age of 
twenty five. On his accession to the Kalinga 
throne he devoted the Ist. year of his 
coronation in renovation and embelishment of 
the capital city damaged by a storm. The 
capital city identified with present 
Sisupalagarh at Bhubaneswar was reinforced 
with strengthening of rampart wall with the 
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addition of two parallel brick walls filled with 
hard soil in the core, added with ramps on both 
side and a deep moat around the fortified city 
of converting the lateral stream of Gandavati 
(Now known as Gangua, a tibutary of the river 
Daya). Besides, his other benevolent public 
welfare works are marked in construction of 
embankment over canal, tanks, parks, and 
gardens etc. at an enormous cost of thirtyfive 
hundred thousand coins. 


He also invested his time in 
consolidating his military strength consisting 
of 'Chaturangabala' (cavalry, elephant force, 
infantry and chariots). His military machine 
was geared up to achieve his dream of military 
imperialism and to take vengeance against the 
Kalinga's staunch Magadhan enemies and 
against the rising Satavahans. 


The invasion of Mahapadmananda to 
Kalinga in the fourth century B.C. for the 
purpose of eloping the Kalingajinasan and the 
devastating Kalinga war (261 B.C.) fought 
between Ashoka and the Kalingan army 
causing the loss of one lakh of people in the 
battlefield, imprisonment of 1,50,000 as 
captives and many times that number perished 
as the horror of the war, were still a living 


- memory of tragedy that haunted the people and 


their illustrious monarch Kharavela. The war 
machine and the war mongering spirit 
enkindled in him directing his imperialistic 
mission to Dakhinapatha and Uttarapatha. 


Having realised Satavahan's 
imperialistic rise, Kharavela's expedition was 
led to the heart of Deccan. In this battle the 
power of Satakarni, the most powerful 
monarch of Satavahans was humbled down 
and the Kalingan army was directed as far as 
to the river Krishna. The Musikas, the 
powerful vassals under the Satavahanas were 
terrorised. The victorious monarch Kharavela 
looted the treasury of Musikas and returned 


to the capital. The victory was celebrated 
jubilantly in the state capital with the 
performance of music, dance and other 
recreational social activities. 


Perhaps Kharavela was not satisfied 
with his first expedition against Satavahans 
and hence once again marched against the 
Deccan. The powerful Satkarani was no more 
and the territory was administered by his 
widow queen Nayanika who was acting as a 
regent of her two minor sons, Vedasri and 
Saktisri. This was a golden opportunity for 
Kharvela who made preparation for direct 
invasion of Satavana empire. The power of 
satavana mainly rested on the Rathikas and 
Bhojakas who were ruling as vassals of 
Satavahan in Western India. The enemy's army 
sacttered in the battlefield submitting to the 
invader Kharavela presenting enormous 
quantity of Jewels ornaments and precious 
stones. The invasion of shrewd Kharavela 
completely ruined the Satavahans's power and 
thus dhakhinapatha came under Kharavela's 
subjugation. This was one of his major events 
in the fourth year of his reign. 


The fifth year of Kharavela's victorious 
rule is marked for jubilation and public welfare 
activities. The aqueduct excavated previously 
by Mahapadmananda was extended as far as 
the capital city providing irrigation facility. 
Some scholars are of the view that in this year 
the victorious Monarch celebrated the 
Rajasuya ceremony as a mark of his rise to 
imperialistic power and dignity. Kharvela was 
now aking of kings. The supposition appears 
to be plausible in view of numerous instances 
we come across in the ancient Indian history, 
but the Hathigumpha prasasti is silent about 
this. 


The sixth year and seventh year of his 
powerful reign were earmarked for re- 
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emforcement of his military strength and 
public works. His magananimity for the 
welfare of his subject was noticed in remission 
of various kinds of taxes and duties amounting 
to lakhs of coin. 


In the seventh year, he was blessed 
With a son from the princess of Vajiraghara 
situated in central India. This matrimonial 
alliance with the central Indian Kingdom 
brought him to further political limelight. 


The Magadhan imperialism was 
ebbing down under the Sungas. The small 
Kingdoms which branched out of the 
Magadhan hegemony declared independence 
but were the bones of contention amongst 
themselves. To add to the misery of 
fragmented kingdoms, the Greek invaded as 
far as Mathura. This political situation in North 
India offered a golden opportunity to the 
ambitious emperor Kharavela to pounce upon 
them. This year of his reign was one of the 
greatest landmark in the annals of ancient India 
for the Vengeance against the age-old enemy 
of Kalinga. The epoch making war expedition 


with vast contigent of army started at the dawn 
of the year. 


The war trumpets of the Kalingan army 
wrangled at the gate of Gorathagiri hill fort 
protecting the Magadhan capital Rajagriha. 
The hill fort was stormed and demolished and 
the army was ready to the heart of the capital. 
At this critical hour, the news of march of the 
Greek army towards Magadha created a Panic 
among the people. The prudent emperor 
Kharavela paused a while and directed his 
mission against the enemies of the country, 
leaving at the moment his desire to capture 
magadhan capital. The invincible Kalingan 
force marched to the direction of Mathura. The 
Greek army under the leadership of Greek king 
Demetries marching towards Magadhan 


; 


capital retreated panic-striken, to save the face 
of Greek and Persia from disgrace of defeat. 
The ambitious Kharavela followed the foreign 
army and arrived at Mathura where the 
enemies of India were resting. In utter despire 
the Greek king quitted the city to some obscure 
corner beyond the Indus. 


This great event of victory over the 
Greek expedition enhanced the military 
prowess, dignity and glory of the emperor in 
the whole of India. The conqueror, in this hour 
of victory instead of plundering the wealth, 
offered feast to the people of Mathura. This 
was a brilliant example of magnanimity and 
liberalism of the great king Kharavela. 


Mathura had been one of the greatest 
strong-holds of Jainisim. Being a devout Jaina 
by birth, the monarch paid obeisance to the 
Jain Tirthankaras of Mathura and brought a 
sacred sappling of the Kalpabriksha and 
planted it in his capital with utmost devotion. 
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On return to the capital city, the emperor 
confronted the challenges of the Tamil - 
confederacy consisting of Cholas, Pandyas, 
Satyaputras, Keralaputras and the ceylonese 
(Tamraparnis) which remained unconqured for 
long 1300 years because of their concerted 
power and military prowess. No emperor or 
king of Indiaever ventured to confront them 
so far. It is the great monarach Kharavela who 
took a challenge, and overthrew them 
disastrously, capturing the whole belt of south 
India and Ceylon. In this famous battle, as 
known from Hathigumpha inscription, the 
victorious emperor obtained horses, elephants, 
ships and Jewellery. The head of the league, 
the king of Pandyas Surrendered their 
kingdoms and the treasuries in utter despair, 
and defeat. 


‘This was not the end of Kharavela's 
military achievments. He could not forget the 
Magadhan expedition to Kalinga. Once again, 
the great warrior avowed to conquer Magadha 
and bring back the Kalinga's national symbol 
Jinasana. Before entering into the heart of 
Magadha, the shrewd conqueror subjugated 
the unconquered kingdoms of North India and 
on way back encamped on the bank of the 
Ganges for an onslaught over Magadh. 
Brihaspatimitra was not a match to the mighty 
Kharavela. The terrified King instead of 


confronting in a battle, completely surrendered 
at the feet of Kharvela with the war horse, 
elephants and wealth. The Kalinga Jinasan was 
handed over to the conquerer Kharavela. 


The emperor, illustrious conqurer, the 
shrewd statesman reached the highest water- 
mark of glory in India, having an empire 
extending from eastern sea to the coast of 
Arabian Sea, and from the Himalayas in the 
north to Kumarika in the South. He was by far 
the greatest emperor, builder and conquorer 
in the whole of ancient India the history has 
ever witnessed till the rise of the Guptas. 


The People of Kalinga ever remember 
him. as the greatest architect of Kalingan 
empire which attained its zenith under the king 
Kapilendra Deb Gajapati in the 15th. century 
A.D. The famous Hathigumpha inscription 
records legendary history of the great man in 
his multidimensional roles as a great monarch, 
invincible conquorer, illustrious ruler and 
benevolent patron of Jainism commingled with 
his deep sense of tolerance and eclecticism to 
other prevalent religious faiths and depicts 

~ Kharavela's love for tauryatrika (performance 
of dance song, and concert). 


4323/C, Lewis Road, 
Bhubaneswar - 751002. 
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participation in India International Trade Fair. The jury of India Trade Promotion Organisation, adjudged Orissa Pavilion the 
first special commendation medal award in the India International Trade Fair 1998 in State Level participation. As on 26.11.98 
the povilion has made a business of As.40 lakhs. Several trade enquiries have been made by domestic as well as foreign 
buyers In respect of Oriplast for house roof and water tank and Orissa marble flooring. 


leading to good living. The Sun God's chariot at the main entrance of pavilion driven by Arun, his charloteer and seven horses 
represent the symphony of colourful and complete life made by seven primary colours of light. Ws. Ahead Communication of 
Bhubaneswar has ‘executed the pavilion exterior work which was visualised by Srl Sangram Maharana. 


pavilion. lok 


. Pipili 
hen aie Handicrafts, Tata Steel, Agriculture, Handloom Sectors attracted huge crowds numbering more than 30 lakhs. 


1 Yoges! 
ane DTK Das, Information Officer, New Delhi. 


Orissa State Pavilion has been awarded in India International Trade Fair’98, first time in the history of State's 


The exterior of pavilion is the replica of the Sun Temple of Konark, a world heritage symbolising good thinking 


Ninetytwo participants including Government, Co-operative Societies and Private Units have participated in the 
hs of people have visited the pavilion having Immense interest In Orissan tye & dye, handlooms & handicraft 
Garden Umbrella and Stone Carvings of Rs.2 lakhs have been exported directly to USA during the fair. The 


Shri Sanujit Ghose, Principal Resident Commissioner received the award on behalf of the Orissa Government from 
h Chandra, C.M.D., India Trade Promotion Organisation 
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MILITARY ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
EMPEROR KHARAVELA 


Aira Mahameghavahana, Kalinga- 


dhipati, Maharaja Kharavela, the third emperor 
of the Chedi dynasty of Kalinga in the first 
century B.C. appeared like a meteor in the 
political firmament of India at a critical time 
of its history, when the whole of India was 
divided into kingdoms and small principalities 
Tesulting? ing 

the prevalence H. ) 
of anarchy, | 
dissensions| § 
and intrigues! 
among the) 
kingdoms. 
The Mauryas| : 
of Magadha| 
consolidated \ 
the first | 
empire of 
India unifying | 
the major) 
parts of its’ 
territory. The | 
Yavana, 
(Greeks)™ 


occupied Valakshmi on tympanium of Anantagumpha, Khanda 


certain parts of north-western India forming a 
Greek Satrapa. 


The death of the Mauryan emperor 
Asoka sounded the death-knell of the empire, 
built and consolidated by Chandragupta and 
his successors. The Mauryan military machine 
that devastated Kalinga in the great war (261 
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B.C.) became almost a defunct institution. 
Kalinga broke away from the Maurya empire 
and regained her social, political and economic 
strength. Asoka's attack on Kalinga brought 
forth catastrophe, but his contribution to the 
cause of Buddhism turning it to an. 
institutionalised religion in the country of its 


Origin as well as abroad wa: 
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power. At this chaotic juncture Antiochos of 
the Syrian empire invaded India in 206 B.C. 
Pushyamitra Sunga, a General of the Mauryan 
army assassinated the last Maurya ruler 
Brihadratha and established the Sunga dynasty 
in Magadha. 


It was at this period of political turmoil, 
disorder and anarchy the disintegrated India 
needed a strong central personality with an 
empire. The meteoric rise of Kharavela is one 
of the brightest interludes in the history of 
India. He was born in the first half of the first 


century B.C. At the tender age of 15, 
Kharavela had to undergo rigorous training in 
correspondence, accountancy, civil law, 
military training and other branches of 
learning. The Crown Prince was anointed as 
the monarch at the age of twentyfive 
(Maharajabhisechanam Papunati). Soon after 
he became the Maharaja his sense of 
vengeance enkindled in him to chastise the 
age-old enemies of Kalinga. The first year of 
his reign was invested in renovation and repair 


‘Sun God, Anantagumpha, Khandagiri 
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of the State Capital, Kalinganagari (identified 
with the present Sisupalgarh of Bhubaneswar) 
and military preparation. 


In his 2nd regnal year he directed his 
military expedition against Satkarni of the 
Satavahana dynasty in the Deccan. The 
simultaneous rise of the Satavahanas was an 
eye-shore to resurging Kalinga. It was at this 
juncture rivalry between two powers was 
inevitable. In the first encounter Kharavela 
stormed the city of Assaka in the South 
western part, a stronghold of the Satavahanas. 

. : heb e 
victorious. 
Kalinga 
army then 
marched as 
far as 
Krishna. In 
the 4th year 
Kharavela 
celebrated 
his triumph 
|} over the 

.Andhras and 
Musikas. By 
the end of 
this year his 
staunch 
"2 nse) mpy, 

Satkarni 
died; his widow queen acted as a regent in 
favour of her minor sons. Taking into account 
of the weakness of the Satavahanas Kharavela 
embarked upon a second invasion to the 
south-western region with a large contingent. 
The Rastrikas and Bhojakas, probably the 
feudatories under the Satavahanas were very 
powerful and maintained a sort of political 
alliance. Kharavela crushed the power of these 
kingdoms and routed them completely. The 
monarchs of these kingdoms submitted at the 
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feet of the victorious monarch alongwith their 
treasury. 


The Hathigumpha prasasti does not 
record anything about the military activities 
of Kharavela in 5th, 6th and 7th year of his 
reign but speaks a lot regarding his benevolent 
public works in his state capital. This period 
of his reign was invested for the development 
activities and military preparations for the next 
expeditions. 


Eighth year is marked for his epoch- 
making war expedition to the North with the 
intention of crushing the power of Magadha, 
which had been inimical to Kalinga from the 
time of the Nandas and the Mauryan emperor, 
Asoka. At the time of his attack Magadha was 
ruled by the Sungas. The Maurya dynasty was 
no more in existence. The weak Sungas were 
not strong enough to confront the invincible 
Kalingan army of Kharavela. The impregnable 
hill fort of Gorathagiri acting as the second 
line of defence to the-then Magadhan capital 
Rajagriha was stormed. During this mission 
Kharavela heard the news that the Yavanas 
(Greeks) who were in occupation of Mathura 
were proceeding to Magadha. At this critical 
juncture Kharavela left aside further attack 
into the territory of Magadha, instead, marched 
against the enemy of the country. Kharavela's 


_ expedition to the further north created panic 


among the Yavanas, who in utter despair left 
Mathura and retreated to the extreme north- 
western region. Ambitious Kharavela marched 
as far as Mathura along the banks of Ganga 
and Yamuna. Mathura was then a great centre 
of Jainism. The emperor being a Jaina by birth 
was attracted to the sacred centre paying 
reverence to the Jain Acharyas, who out of 
compassion handed over a sapling of the Kalpa 
tree. This sacred sapling was brought in 
procession to the state capital of Kalinga. In 


commemoration of this glorious victory 
Kharavela built the great Victory Palace 
(Vijaya Pasada) in the state capital at an 
enormous amount of money. 


In the 10th year Kalingan army once 
again marched to Northern India probably to 
crush the power of the Yavanas (Greeks) and 
the Sungas. In this mission Kharavela subdued 
several petty kingdoms and brought huge 
amount of booty from them. On his return to 
the state capital the monarch could not remain 
in peace. Taking the opportunity of weakness 
in the Satavahana family of Deccan and the 
absence of Kharavela due to his expedition to 
North India, the Tamil Confederacy, which 
remained unconquered for long 1300 years 
rose against Kalinga. This Tamil League 
consisted of the States of the Cholas, Pandyas, 
Satyaputras, Keralaputras, and Ceylon 
(Tamraparni). At this supreme hour of 
unexpected political situation Kharavela 
valiantly fought against the League and 
crushed them one by one. From this war 
expedition the victorious Kharavela secured 
horses, elephants and jewellery. Maharaja 
Kharavela was distinguished as the 
unchallenged Emperor and conqueror of India. 


This South India expedition against the 
Tamil League was one of the greatest 
landmarks in the history of ancient India 
bringing him to the limelight as the greatest 
Statesman of the time. This was not the end of 
his military career, His military spirit subsided 
with the final conquest of Magadha in the third 
mission and bringing back of the Kalinga 
Jinasana which had been taken away 300 years 
back by Mahapadmananda. The third 
expedition led against Magadha in the 12th 
year of his reign was fully successful 
terrorising several kings of the Uttarapatha * 
submission and finally the king of Magadha 
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Brihaspatimitra. Defeat of the Magadhan 
monarch was decisive and the triumph of 
Emperor Kharavela was achieved without 
much bloodshed. This spectacular but last 
military expedition of the emperor Kharavela 
raised him to the pinnacle of glory. In his 
military achievements, he can rightly be 
compared with Chandragupta Maurya, 
Samudragupta of ancient India and Kapilendra 
Gajapati in the medieval epoch. From his 
military achievements we can conclude that 
emperor Kharavela conquered the major parts 
of the-then India extending from Himalay to 
Kumarika and from the eastern sea to the 
Arabian sea. 


The discussion on the military 
achievements of the illustrious emperor will 
not be complete without referring to his 
fortified State Capital, which was one of the 
greatest military strongholds of eastern India 
in the ancient times. His capital recorded as 
Nagari and Kalinganagari in the Hathigumpha 
inscription has been identified with the present 
Sisupalgarh- (also Asoka's Tosali) at 
Bhubaneswar. This conclusion is based on the 
results of excavation undertaken by the 
Archaeological Survey of India in 1948. We 
come across in the Hathigumphaprasast that 


Kalinganagari was renovated and repaired 
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SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL PROJECT INAUGURATED IN PURI 


ste Disposal Plant in Pusi, Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik stressed the need to 
the envi ental pollution hazard. Chief Minister also declared Government's decision 
create awareness against the ern Sewerage treatment project for the town. The amount will be evenly 


e Walther attending this function as Chief Guest said that the Plant of 
‘er, Environment and Science & Technology Shri Prasanna Kumar Dash presiding 
port of the Puri Municiapality and local public for protection of the environment. 


control of the Project was transferred to the Puri Municipality and the Excel 
iider of the Project, would maintain it for 5 years. 


.ccasion were Principal Secretary, Forest & Environment, Shri S. Rath; 

ment, Shri Jagannath Rout; Minister of State, Cooperation, Shri Rabindra Kumar 
Minister of State, Urban Develop i Surendra Das; Collector, Puri Shri Pradeep Mohapatra; Vice-President, 
d Chief Project Manager Mr. K.S.V. Nair. 


with reinforcement of the fortification -and . 


excavation of the encircling moat by 
connecting it with the perennial water channel. 
One of the main gateways exposed by the 
A.S.1. shows also reconstruction and 


realignment. Further the polished pottery . 


terracotta objects, iron implements of war and 
peace and other artefacts are assignable to the 
period of Kharavela. 


The glorious reign of Kharavela thus 
constituted a golden period in the history of 
ancient Orissa (Kalinga). The rock-cut art and 
the high relief narrations attained a high degree 
of proficiency. Similarly the secular art had 
its efflorescence under the benevolent 
patronage of the monarch. The sculptural 
friezes in the caves of Udayagiri and 
Khandagiri depicting social, religious and 
political scenes, the designing and construction 
of the stupendous fort, the famous 
Hathigumpha prasasti reveal in unequivocal 
terms the culture of the people of the-then 
society. This golden age was materially 
prosperous, spiritually developed and 
culturally far advanced. 
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KHARAVELA'S HATHIGUMPHA 
INSCRIPTIONS 


Late Prof. N.K. Sahu 


This inscription, consisting of seventeen lines has been incised in deep cut Brahmi letters of 
the 1st century B.C. on the over hanging brow of a natural cavern called Hathigumpha in the Southern 
side of the Udayagiri hill. It faces straight towards the Rock Edicts of Asoka at Dhauli hill situated at 
| a distance of about six miles. The inscription was first noticed by A. Sterling in 1820 who published 
| an eye copy of it in Asiatic Researches, XV, as well as, in his book "An Account, geographical 
| statistical and historical of Orissa or Cuttack". The first reading of it was published by James Prinsep 
| alongwith the eye copy prepared by Kittoe in the J.A.S., VI (1837). 


Towards the end of 1871 a plaster cast of the inscription was prepared by H.Locke which is 
now preserved in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. Alexander Cunningham published this inscription in 
1877 in the C.L.1., Vol.I and in 1880 R.L. Mitra published a slightly modified version in his Antiquities 
of Orissa", Vol.II. Bhagwan Lal Indraji is credited with the first authentic reading which he presented 
before the sixieme Congress International des Orientalistes in 1885. Buhler suggested certain 
corrections of Indraji's reading in 1895 and 1898. T.B. Bloch took an inked impression of the record 
in 1906 and Kielhorn sent that impression to J.RFleet who proposed some more corrections with a 
short note in the J.R.A.S., 1910. Luder also published a note and a short summary of the inscription 
| in the same journal. 


F.W.Thomas and Sten Konow made valuable contributions to the study of this inscription in 
the Annual Report of the Archaeological Survey in India (1922-23) and Acta Orientalia, Vol.1 
respectively. 


R.D. Banerji visited the spot in 1913 and four years later prepared an inked impression of the 
record which was published by K.P.Jayaswal in J.B.O.R.S., III (1917). Jayaswal also visited ‘the 
Udayagiri—Khandagiri hills that year and prepared a revised reading after an on the spot study, which 
he published in Vol.IV of the J.B.O.R.S. In 1919 both R.D. Banerji and K.P. Jayaswal came to the 
spot again to re-examine the entire inscription and after their return H.Pandey was deputed to take a 
cast of it for the Patna Museum. Alongwith that cast two more impressions prepared by M.S. Vats 
were brought to the Patna Museum and Jayaswal made a fresh study of the record with the help of 
these materials. In the meantime R.P. Chanda examined the palaeography and the contents of the 
inscription in 1919 and made valuable suggestions. In 1924 both Jayaswal and R.D. Banerji again 
came to the site for a further examination and the result was published by Jayaswal in J.B.O.R.S. XIII 
(1927). Both the scholars jointly edited the inscription afresh in the Ep. Ind., XX (1929-30). In 1929 
B.M. Barua edited the "Old Brahmi Inscriptions in the Udayagiri and Khandagiri Caves" with 
elaborate notes. Later on, he corrected his readings and published a revised version in L.H.Q., XIV 
1938. D.C. Sircar published an improved reading of the inscription in his "Select Inscriptions", Vol.1 
in 1942. 
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HATHIGUMPHA INSCRIPTION | 


UDAYAGIRI HILL , BHUBANESWAR 


aa sears [11] wat aaftrect [11] Ror serrata aerta- 
AS ACTS Te THT TAU AN AT agit Us [7] 
grater ateimtatrr ianreret Line -1 


[a] ace arent attra atta AfSar gare Afar [1] 
adh ae Ba ToT sare PRE rarer wafer aera AT 
aren atest [5] enc [11] eigen agetate aah aartt 
aerart Tae erarhy fereray afer Line - 2 


apfeir Taree afte git HercenPeat orgate [ll] seater 
Ada getad ara Prec tg creat Peet aRetareatt 
apfetrarntt feaette [.] feet cert afsat a stercraher 
aqua of fe]aert a Line - 3 


arate caterers aameate cafe a crate [11] glee 
amet arfereterer ererent [.] afeortet wer ater ae Te agST 
Ss garrafe [11] aesetor mara a sare Perenehs attra 
ame [i] afta grasa Line - 4 


Here te qe ae aa ter enfeer qe Tere ATT HTT 
a ahterrafe ant [il] warage ae Prsreraftrard stet 
ga afer gars Patt .........., Ferrer ARS 


Rimi fear cat eee war oer sits Te sera [11] 

oar arth ae aqeret ferere Aer atrefeet arefere ser TAS 
ante aae [37] fe dendepeed [ul] stich a [ea] ae 
Line -6 


age aranty aaeeenty Prersifer ae sera [1] aot 
ae Taree aT. AGH Fe [FAT] 
Line -7 


ererafrar warts setrerrate [1] eft [.] a are 
Bares aera Oe aret ferrahag AE srr aerTST 

acdc at W.....aeft...... cau Line -8 
ee Ba Tt TI Ae ah Tae TAT... 
Ber Tent a che Teer Se GALeTe gare [11] sree 
[saree] rats ae Line -9 


[1st Century B.C.] 


[ante afein] caPard rents orang arate safer 
aaaeate [il] aaa aad se afer are [Fat] sea 
Wart ACT. aprorater [I] werqert ae 
[agi] erat afte scent [I] Line - 10 


afein garter Pad dys meats areata [11] sta wat aT 


derae ae act Pref afte ke eer [11] 
areata aa [Sate] [aa] aeats frareake serene 
wart [at] Line -11 


sumer at forget wea seta weet tirrer reefer [10] APT 

a USM aeatattrd oe aarrate [11] quer att anfeinet 
after [atti] [ret] me tat after fF sit TE 
aafe [il] Line - 12 


HI ses [ar] Fett acetate [11] Seer a at gaara Perse 
eh HA gad ated [fS] ars aaah arahreearer 
arrarasete caifttet Rrra arenftary qorger 


garam [ar] auRtastaaaieriteetl [i] Line - 13 


Ub dhe [>] ¢ set [er] feacr Mgr Rreaftr Peraattr 
aa ferftant after fF [il] ange reheat a eeftare [a] 
after [serra] a weft cart [AT] Pe [11] Seca very 


spent ga ae serrate ge aaa [seh] Line - 14 


eerste Rape AMT Bla eard a ae ars alert TTT 
ore atornts aft [saftenfe araeete] rene 
Rreoer afar a [Rrerae] Line - 15 


Easoo Tefera wat a agit my ay Gfeencafe crater 
aereeets [Il] Bea aaret ae a stats ain afta ghar 
sareafe [It] Bacar a seus a Regier wT Tear 
Gt agus taco Line - 16 


SBN STAI AH ATS Ae HUTT Te TL Tere Sea TSAAAT, 
ayaa fatter verfersat ten area fate [il] Line - 17 
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Line 1-2 


Line 2-3 


Line 3-4 


Line 4-5 


Line 5-6 


Line 6-7 


English Translation 


Salutation to Arhats, Salutation to all Siddhas*. Arya Mahameghavahana 
Maharaja Sri Kharavela, the overlord of Kalinga, who heightens the glory of 
the dynasty of Chetaraja who possesses many auspicious signs, and is gifted 
with qualities spreading over four quarters, and who has handsome brown 
complexion, played the childhood games for fifteen years. 


* — The Jaina formula of Five Salutations did not develop by the time the 
inscription was composed. 


Thereafter, being proficient in writing, coinage, arithmatic, law and procedure 
and skilled in all parts, (he) ruled as the Crown Prince for nine years. After 
completion of his twenty-fourth year and with the ripening of the age of minority, 


(he) as glorious as Vainya*, was crowned king in the third generation of the 
royal dynasty of Kalinga. 


*  Pruthu, the son of Vena. 


In the very first year of his coronation (His Majesty) caused to be repaired the 
gate, rampart and structures of the fort of Kalinganagari, which had been 
damaged by sterm, and caused to be built flight of steps for the cool tanks and 
laid out all gardens at the cost of thirty-five hundred thousand (coins)* and 
thus pleased all his subjecs. 


* — Karsapanas, represented by silver punch marked coins. 

In the second year, without caring for Satakarni (His Majesty sent to the West 
a large army consisting of horse, elephant, infantry and chariot, and struck 
terror to Asikanagara with the troop that marched upto the river krisna. 


Thereafter, in the third year, well-versed in the Gandharva Veda* (His Majesty) 
made (Kalinga) nagari play, as it were, by arranging festivals and convivial 


gatherings, and organising performances of acrobatism, dance, as well as, of 
vocal and instrumental music. 


* For Gandharva Veda. 


Then, in the fourth year, (His Majesty) ......... the Vidyadhara tract*, that had 


been established by the former kings of Kalinga and had never been crushed 
before. 


The Rastrika and Bhojaka Chiefs with their crowns cast off, their umbrella 
and royal insignia thrown aside, and their jewellery and wealth confiscated, 
were made to pay obeisance at the feet (of His Majesty). 


* Probably the same as Atavi territory mentioned in Rock Edit XII of Asoka. 


And, in the fifth year, (His Majesty) caused the aqueuct that had been excavated 
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by King Nanda three hundred years before, to flow into (Kalinga) nagari through 
Tanasuli*. 


Further, in the sixty year of his coronation (His Majesty) in order to display the 
regal wealth, remitted all taxes, cesses and benevolences for the urban and 
rural population, to the extent of many hundred thousands (of coins). 


* — Very likely the same as Tosali. 


And, in the seventh year of his reign (the Queen) of Vajiraghara blessed with a 
son attained motherhood. 


Then in the eighth year, having destroyed the strong (fort) of Gorathagiri* 
with a mighty army (His Majesty) oppressed Rajagraha. 


* — Modern Barabar hill in Gaya district of Bihar. 


Getting the tidings of all these achievements, the Yavanaraja who retreated to 
Mathura for the rescue of his army encamped there (surrendered). 


The Sage (Kharavela), with the kalpa tree burdened with foliage and with the 
horses, elephants and chariots...... distributed (gifts) all houses and inns and 
with a view to making gifts universal, gave away the spoils of victory to the 
Brahmans. 


* The name of the Yavana king is not clear. Of the three letters constituting 
his name, only 'ma' the middle one is visible. 


And, in the ninth year, (His Majesty caused to be built (in Kalinganagari) the 
Great Victory Palace-the royal residence at the cost of thirty-eight hundred 
thousand (coins). Then in the tenth year, (His majesty), the embodime of politics, 
diplomacy and peace, caused (the army) to march through Bharatavarsa for 
conquest. 


And, in the ninth year, (His Majesty) secured jewels and precious stones from 
the retreating (enemies). (His Majesty) caused to be cultivated Pithundra*, 
founded.by former Kings of Kalinga, with ploughs drawn by asses. Also (His 
Majesty) shattered the territorial confederacy of the Tamil States having 
populous villages, that was existing since thirteen hundred years. 


* — Capital of Kalinga at the time of Mahapadamananda's conquest (c.350 
B.C.) 


And, in the twelfth year, (His Majesty) terrorised the Kings of Uttarapatha* by 
(an army of ) hundredthousand; afterthat (His Majesty) generate dgreat fear 
among the people of Magadha while making the elephants and horses drink in 
the Ganges (His Majesty) made Bahasatimita, the King of Magadha, pay 
obeisance at his feet. (His Majesty) then brought back the image of Kalinga 
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Jina with its throne and endowment that had been taken away by king Nanda 


and the jewels plundered by him (King Nanda) from the Kalinga royal palace, 


alongwith the treasures of Ariga and Magadha. 


(His Majesty) brought to submission the people of ........ And in the thirteenth 
year Upasaka Sri Kharavela a devoted worshipper of those, who used to clothe 
themselves in fine cloth, enjoy royal endowment and take to rainyseason retreat, 
excavated in the Kumari hill, where the wheel of Victory had been well turned, 
dwelling cells for resting of the bodies of the Yapannapaka Arhats who had 
renounced their sustenance. 


Sestetvess (His Majesty) caused to erect towards with strong and beautiful gateways 
at the cost of two thousand coins. (His Majesty) obtained horses, elephants 
and jewels losing strange and wonderful elephants and ships. The King of 
Pandya caused to be brought here * various pearls, Jewels and precious stones 
hundred thousand in number. 


(As desired by) the Queen of Simhapatha, (His Majesty) built (an edifice) in 
front of and close to the dwellings of the Arhats with thirty-five hundred 
thousand stone slabs raised from the best quaries and (brought) from a distance 
of many yojanas for the convenience of the honoured Sramanas and for the 
Yatis, Tapasas, Rsis and Samghiyanas, who hailed from all directions, and 


also set up on the pink coloured floor, pillars bedecked with emerald at a cost 
of one hundred and five thousand (coins). 


(His Majesty) revived the Tauryatrika included in sixty four branches (of art) 
that had been suspended during the time of the Mauryas. 
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INSCRIPTIONS IN THE CAVES OF 
UDAYGIRI AND KHANDAGIRI 


(EXCEPT THE HATHIGUMPHA INSCRIPTION) 


The famous Hathigumpha inscription 
and several small inscriptions engraved in 
different caves of both the hills form the only 
source of information in Aira Maharaja, 
Kalingadhipati Mahameghavahana Kharavela, 
his queens, successors etc. The Hathigumpha 
inscription records the achievements of 
Kharavela as a conqueror, as emperor and a 
celebrated patron of Jainism, art and 
architecture, while the small commemorative 
inscriptions speak of the queens, his sons and 
successors and the high officials. Since the 
Hathigumpha inscription has been highly and 
adequately highlighted the present paper 
discusses, the small inscriptions, which are 
no less important in throwing light on the 
Mahameghavahanas. 


These inscriptions were first 
deciphered by James Princep in 1837. In 
course of time R.L.Mitra, Bhagwanlal Indrajit, 
Fergusson, Dr. Fleet, R.D. Banerjee and others 
have further highlighted the inscriptions with 
different readings of the Prasastis. The latest 
reading recorded by Dr. R.D. Banerjee is 
furnished below. 


INSCRIPTION IN THE MANCHAPURI 
CAVE (UPPER STOREY) 


This cave is described as Vaikuntha 
Gumpha by Princep and Vaikunthapura by 
R.L. Mitra. But this is popularly known as the 
Manchapuri Gumpha. This is a double- 
storeyed cave with side wings. The inscription 


Ms. Sujata Das 


is engraved on the raised space in between the 
second and the third doorways. This raised 
space is a veranda with a pointed roof and 
spires supported by quaint short-statured 


dwarfs. The inscription comprises three lines’ 


which has suffered much due to weather 
action. The character of the inscription is 
slightly later than the Hathigumpha 
inscription. 


Text : 


1. Arhamta pasadaya(m) Kalinga(na)m 
nanam lenam karitam rajino Lalakasa 


2. Hatisahasa papotasa dhu(tu)na 
Kalingachakavatins Siri Kharavelasa 


3. Agamahisi(n) a karitam. 
Translation : 


This temple of the Arahats (and) cave 
for the Sramanas of Kalinga have been made 
by the chief queen of illustrious Kharavela, 


the overlord of Kalinga, who was the daughter ° 


of king Lalaka, the grandson of Hastisahasa. 


INSCRIPTION OF MANCHAPURI CAVE 
(LOWER STOREY) 


This inscription records the king 
named Aira. The first word of the inscription 
was deciphered by some scholars as Verusa 
and some others translate it as 'noble' and 
others assert that the word is the name of the 
king. However, the word has been accepted 
as ‘Aira’. The record is incised on a raised band 
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between the third and 4th doorways from the 
left. 


Text : 


I. Kharasa Maharajasa_ Kalinga- 
dhipatina Maha(megha) vahanasa) 


2. Kudepasirino lena(m) 


The first word in the Hathigumpha 
inscription, after the invocation, has been taken 
by scholars as an adjective and not a proper 
name. In this inscription Khara, Maharaja, 
Kalingadhipati, Mahameghavahana, all appear 
to be royal titles of the ancient dynasty. 


Translation : 


(This is) the cave of the clever, the 
King, Master of Kalinga, whose vehicle is the 
great cloud Kudepasiri. 


There is an inscription consisting of 
three words only in the side wing (lower 
storey) of the same cave. The text reads as 
Kumaro Vedukasa lenam (the cave of the 
Prince Vadukha). 


INSCRIPTION IN THE SARPAGUMPHA 


This inscription consisting of one line 
is engraved over the doorway of the cave. This 
cave is very close to the Hatigumpha. 


Text; Chualakramasa pasato kothaay(a) cha 


Translation : The temple and unsurpassable 
chamber of Chulakrama -. 


Chulakrama or Chulakamma was the 
donor of the inscription and the excavator of 
the cave. Here we find the word pasado, which 
has a wider connotation. But the Sarpagumpha 
is one-chambered gumpha. The Haridas 
Gumpha is a bigger one having a veranda, a 
large inner chamber with three doorways and 
side chamber on each side. Possibly 


ne small j ; 
: ption refers to this cave alongwith 


the inscl 


Sarpagumpha. This inscription belongs to 
C.1st century A.D. 


INSCRIPTION IN THE BAGHA GUMPHA 


This small prasasti is engraved on the 
outer wall of the inner chamber. It consists of 
two lines having the character of the 
inscription in the Manchapuri Cave. 


Text: 1. Nagara-akhadamsa 


Saobhutin lenam 


Translation: The cave of the judge 
(Akhadamsa) Sabhuti. 


The inscription begins with a symbol 
resembling one of the symbols on a pillar 
unearthed from the excavation of Pataliputra. 
It ends with aswastika symbol. The donor here 
is the Akhadamsa Sabhuti. 


INSCRIPTION IN THE JAMBESVARA 
GUMPHA 


This record is incised over one of the 
entrances to the inner chamber of the cave. 
The inscription being similar in character to 
that of the Manchapuri cave bélongs to the 
same. The inscription runs as follows. 


Text : Mahamadasa bariyaya Nakiyasa lenam 


Translation ; The cave of Nakiya, wife of 
Mahamada. 


Mahamada or Mahamatra in charge of 
administration of the capital city caused 
excavation of this cave with his wife Nakiya. 


The Chhota Hathigumpha contains a 
mutilated inscription comprising three words- 
Agikha wc sa lenam. (The cave of ....... ) 


INSCRIPTION IN TATTVA GUMPHA-II 
This is the oldest inscription of all the 
inscriptions found in the caves of Khandagiri. 


The other inscriptions Khandagiri belong to 
the medieval period. The record is engraved 
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over one of the entrances to the inner chamber 
and consists of one line. 


Text : Padamulikasa Kusumasa lena(m) phi 


Translation : The cave ....... of Padamulika 
Kusuma. 


The term Padamulika was a royal 
servant attending to massaging the legs of 
royal personages. Kusuma was a Padamulika. 
INSCRIPTION IN THE ANANTA GUMPHA 


We come across two inscriptions in the 
Anantagumpha, one on the architrave outside 
and the other on the rock outside the cave as 
stated by. Manmohan Chakravarty in his 
“Notes on the Remains in Dhauli and in the 
caves of Udaygiri and Khandagiri "published 
in 1903. The inscription is later than that of 
the Tattvagumpha-II. 


Taxt : Dohada samananam lenam 


Translation : The cave of the monks of 
Dohada. It is difficult to identify the term 
Dohada. It may be the name of a sect or a sage. 


UDYOTAKESARI'S INSCRIPTION IN 
NAVAMUNI CAVE 

There are two inscriptions in this cave 
belonging to the Somavamsi king Udyota 
Keshari (11th century A.D.). The e 
inscription was incised in the Rape De 
Udyota Keshari's reign. This is foun 3 ‘e 
inner side of the architrave- J.D. ae e 
published the inscription with the oe ae 
Cunningham. This consists of three lines. 


Text : 


1. Om, Srimad-Udyota 
pravardhamane vijaya- 


kesaridevasya 

rajye Samvat 

j -Graha- 

2. Sri Aryasamgha-prativadha- OV i t 
kua-vinirgata-desigana-AC i 
Kulachandra - 


3. Bhattarakasya sishya- 


Subhachandrasya. 


tasya 


Translation : The year 18 of the increasing 
and victorious reign of the illustrious 
Udyotakesarideva. The work of 
Subhachandra, the disciple of the lord the 
illustrious acharya Kulachandra, who 
belonged to the Graha Kula, of the illustrious 
Arya congregation (and belonged to) the 
Designan. 


SECOND INSCRIPTION 


The record consists of two parts and 
is engraved on the partition between the two 
inner chambers of the cave. The character of 
the record is the same as that of the inscription 
in the same cave. The first part of the record 
(incomplete) runs as follows : 


The second part comprises three lines. . 
Text : 


1. Om Sri-acharya-Kulachandrasya 
tasya' Y 


2. Sishya Khalla Subhachandrasya 
3. chhatra Vijo 


Translation : The work of Vijo (Vidya or 
Vidya), the pupil of Khalla Subhachandra, . 
(who was) the disciple of the illustrious 
Acharya Kulachandra. 


INSCRIPTION OF UDYOTAKESARI IN - 
LALATENDU KESARI CAVE 


This inscription was discovered by 
S.Ganguli, photographer of the Archaeological 
Survey of India in 1913. It is engraved in the 
back wall of the cave above the group of Jaina 
images. This is not in a good state of 
preservation. The record consists of 5 lines in 
the character of*the inscription of Navamuni 
cave. The language is in Sanskrit. 
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over one of the entrances to the inner chamber 
and consists of one line. 


Text : Padamulikasa Kusumasa lena(m) phi 


Translation : The cave ....... of Padamulika 
Kusuma. 


The term Padamulika was a royal 
servant attending to massaging the legs of 
royal personages. Kusuma was a Padamulika. 


INSCRIPTION IN THE ANANTA GUMPHA 


We come across two inscriptions in the 
Anantagumpha, one on the architrave outside 
and the other on the rock outside the cave as 
stated by. Manmohan Chakravarty in his 
“Notes on the Remains in Dhauli and in the 
caves of Udaygiri and Khandagiri "published 
in 1903. The inscription is later than that of 
the Tattvagumpha-II. 

Taxtsijee.-s Dohada samananam lenam 


Translation : The cave of the monks of 
Dohada. It is difficult to identify the term 
Dohada. It may be the name of a sect ora sage. 
UDYOTAKESARE'S INSCRIPTION IN 
NAVAMUNI CAVE 

There are two inscriptions in this cave 
belonging to the Somavamsi king Ue 
Keshari (11th century A.D.). The in 
inscription was incised in the 18th ee 
Udyota Keshari's reign. This 1 found on 
inner side of the architrave. J.D. Beg 
published the inscription with the reading Oo) 
Cunningham. This consists of three lines. 


Text : 

1. Om, Srimad- Udyotakesaridevarys 
pravardhamane vijaya-rajye Sam 

rativadha-Graha- 


2. Sri Aryasamgha-P “Acharya-Sti 


kua-vinirgata-desigan4 
Kulachandra - 


3. Bhattarakasya sishya- 


Subhachandrasya. 


tasya 


Translation : The year 18 of the increasing 
and victorious reign of the illustrious 
Udyotakesarideva. The work of 
Subhachandra, the disciple of the lord the 
illustrious acharya Kulachandra, who 
belonged to the Graha Kula, of the illustrious 
Arya congregation (and belonged to) the 
Designan. 


SECOND INSCRIPTION 


The record consists of two parts and 
is engraved on the partition between the two 
inner chambers of the cave. The character of 
the record is the same as that of the inscription 
in the same cave. The first part of the record 
(incomplete) runs as follows : 


The second part comprises three lines. . 


Text : 
1. Om Sri-acharya-Kulachandrasya 
tasya’ 
2. Sishya Khalla Subhachandrasya 
3. chhatra Vijo 


Translation : The work of Vijo (Vidya or 
Vidya), the pupil of Khalla Subhachandra, 
(who was) the disciple of the illustrious 
Acharya Kulachandra. 


INSCRIPTION OF UDYOTAKESARI IN- 


LALATENDU KESARI CAVE 


This inscription was discovered by 
S.Ganguli, photographer of the Archaeological 
Survey of India in 1913. It is engraved in the 
back wall of the cave above the group of Jaina 
images. This is not in a good state of 
preservation. The record consists of 5 lines in 
the character of*the inscription of Navamuni 
cave. The language is in Sanskrit. 
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Text : 


1, Om Sri Udyotakesari-vijaya-rajya- 
samvat 


2. Sri Kumaraparvata-sthane jirnna vapi 
Jirna isana 


3. udyotita tasmina thane chaturvimsati 
tirtha(m)kara 


4, sthapita pratistha(ka) lo Ha(ri) opa(a) 
Jasanandika 


5. kna(?) da(?) ta(?) dratha(?) Sri 
Parasyanathasya karma-khayah 


We learn from the inscription (line 2) 
that the ancient name of Khandagiri is 
Kumaraparvata. Hathigumpha inscription 
records Kumariparvata as the ancient name of 
Udaygiri. The twin hills were known as the 
Kumara-Kumari Parvata up to 11th century 
A.D. 


The word vapi refers to numerous 
rock-cut reservoirs on the hills. The word 
‘udyota' which means to shine indicates that 
the wells and the temple of Tirthankaras were 
repaired. 


Translations : In the 5th year of victorious 
reign of illustrious Udyotakesari on the 
celebrated Kumaraparvata, decayed tanks and 
decayed temples were caused to shine (and) 
at that place the images of twentyfour 
Tirthankaras were set up. At the time of the 
dedication ........jasannadi ...... in the place 


(temple) of the illustrious Parasyanatha 


(Parsvanatha). 

INSCRIPTION IN THE GANESA GUMPHA 
The inscription in five lines is 

engraved in the back wall of the right-hand 

side chamber. The character of the charter 


belongs to the later half of the eighth or first, 


half of the ninth century A.D. The name of 
Santikaradeva, a monarch of the Bhaumakara 
dynasty is mentioned in the record. This is in 
verse form and records some dedication made 
by Bhimata, a physician, the son of Nannata. 
The other lines are greatly defaced. Hence it 
is difficult to throw further light on the record. 


This is in short about the small . 


commemorative inscriptions found in the 
caves of Udaygiri and Khandagiri. These 
charters supplement our knowledge on 
Kharavela, his family members, excavation of 
some caves by them and the officials, 
patronisation of Jainism in the medieval period 
by the Somavamsi king, Udyotakesari. These 
inscriptions as well as the Hatigumpha 
inscription are on the verge of extinction. I feel, 
it is high time that the Archaeological Survey 
of India, the State Government and the general 
public should take adequate steps to preserve 
them beofre these are lost to oblivion. 


C/o - Debananda Bhanja, 
At/Po - Sahadebkhunta, 
Dist. Balasore. 


OUAT DEVELOPS HIGH-YIELD RAGI VARIETY 
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Scientists of Small Millet Improvement Project of Orissa University of Agriculture & ] 
Technology have developed a new high-yield variety of ragi or finger millet recently. This new 
variety named Surva can flower between 60 and 70 days and mature in 100-150 days. Its average 


I yield is 2,150 kg per hectare and has potential yield of 4,500 kg per hectare. This variety produces 
I er cent higher yield than other ragi and fetches 30-40 per cent higher price than brown 
10 to 20 p igher y 


ragi. 


ne pagar i ce i ly 


TETRTSTETETEQST UST SVS TST TTT SUEVRTETE TTT VATE ETE TSTEDAT 1 T=1S TTT Te ToT i = 


COE 


i 


Ea 


AIg Ben Gag 


Seiad salg ASICS GHiMNe-20-er Ger 
GoM ¢ EAE ASE SES! CHS Gamio, 
‘Fay ag AGE se! ar & & 


The Rashtriya Samkalpa Divas being graced by Chief Minister 


Shri J.B. Patnaik and other dignitaries en 31.10.98 at Soochana Bhavan 

on the occasion of the: 14th death anniversary of Smt. Indira Gandhi. The 

celebration was jointly organised by l. & BR, Department and State-level, 
Indira Gandhi Snurati Conunittee. 


Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inaugurating a new working women's hostel at Cuttack 
on 15.11.98, Present on the occasion are Smt. Jayanti Patnaik, M.P. and 
Smt, Bijayalaxmi Sahoo, Minister of State, Women & Child Development. 
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Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inaugurating Dr. H.K. Mahatab birth centenary 
celebration at Soochana Bhavan on 21.11 98, 
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Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik administering the national integrity pledge to the 
dignitaries present on the occasion of the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister 
Smt. Indira Gandhi at Soochana Bhavan on 19.11.98. 
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At the inaugural ceremony of the 3rd International Conference on Wild Silkmoths, 
held at Soochana Bhavan on 11.11.98. Union Minister for Textiles Shri Kastram 
Rana, Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik, Minister Industries Shri Niranjan Patnatk 
and other dignitaries are present, i 


Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik releasing a book at the Oriya Journal Editors’ 

Conference held on the occasion of National Books Week Jointly organised by the 

National Boek Trust, New Delhi and Orissa Sahitya Akademi at Panthanivas, 
Bhubaneswar on 14.11.98. 
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Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inaugurating the newly constructed 
Bus Stand at Balugan on 4.11.98. Shri Ranganath Mishra, Member, 
Rajya Sabha is present on the occasion. 


Chief Minister Shri J.B, Patnaik addressin 
ceremony of Bhogada Primary School 


8 the public at the inaugural 


under Begunia Block in 
Khurda District on 25.1.9; 


Oe 
SO000 SOS COHSSCOCH OOOO OOH OHS OCHSSESST CCS SC SO CECESECCES ; 
@O00080 

eOGRCCOO : 


Chief. Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inaugurating the District Total 
Literacy Campaign Programme at Nabarangpur on 31.10.98. 
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Minister, I. & P.R. Shri Bhupinder Singh addressing the annual conference of the 
DIPROs at the conference hall of I.& PR.Department on 2.11.98. Present on the dias are 
Principal Secy. to Govt., Home and I. & PR. Shri S.C. Hota; Director, I. & PR. 
Shri R.N.Dash and Addl. Director, I.& P.R. Shri M.N. Tudu. 
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The State-level Saheed Laxman Naik birth centenary function is being graced by 
Hon'ble Chief Justice, Orissa High Court Shri S.N. Phukan; Minister of State, Culture 
Shri‘Netrananda Mallick; Minister, Law Shri Raghunath Patnaik; Freedom Fighter 

Shri Manmohan Mishra and Director, I.& PR. Shri R.N. Dash at Soochana Bhavan 
on 22.11.98. 


Chairman, Press Wage Board Justice Shri Rajkumar Manijang Singh and 
Members of the Board discussing various problems relating to the accredited and 
non-accredited journalists at the I.& P.R. Department Conference Hall on 23.11.98. 
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Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inspecting the N.C.C. Day parade at B.J.B. College, 
Bhubaneswar. ’ 


Hon'ble Speaker Shri Chintamani Dyansamantara litting the lamps on the occasion of 
Dr. H.K. Mahatab birth centenary celebration held at Soochana Bhavan (Forenoon) 
i on 21.11.98. Shri Bhupinder Singh, Minister, I.& P.R. is present. 
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At the Utkalika Cup (Final) the winning Team (Jaya Durga Club, Jobra) and 
the Runners-up Team (Orissa Police) are on the pic with Chief Minister 
Shri J.B. Patnaik, Shri Hemananda Biswal, Former Chief Minister, 

Shri S.K. Routray, Minister of State for Excise. 


Pusle Polio Rally being inaugurated at Bhubaneswar. Present on the dias are 
Minister of State, Health & FW, Shri Amarnath Pradhan; Minister of State, 
Women & Child Development Smt. Bijayalaxmi Sahoo; Chairman, Bhubaneswar 
Municipal Corporation Shri Jagannath Mohapatra and Principal Secretary, I & PR. 
Shri S.C. Hota (28.11.98) 
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Remembering Utkalgourae WMaddusudan Dae 


THE STORY OF THE GREAT LEADERS OF 
ORISSA'S AMALGAMATION MOVEMENT 


Utkal Gourav 
Madhusudan's greatness, 
magnanimity and patriotism 
are immeasurable. He was as 
towering and high as the 
Himalayan peaks and as sacred 
and warming as the Ganges. 
He lived for Utkal and died for 
Utkal. He gave everything he 
possessed to the country. The 
story of the life of Madhusudan 
Das is the history of Orissa's 
renaissance and revival of her 
identity as the great land of a 
great race. Orissa, the land of Lord Jagannath 
gave to the world community the eternal 
message of peaceful co-existence, promotion 
of universal brotherhood and friendship. 


Pt. Gopabandhu Das, the father of the 
Indian National Congress in Orissa’ was a 
selfless leader and patriot who also gave away 
all his worldly possessions to the country and 
laid down his life while serving the flood 
distressed people. But the leaders are 
remembered by the people of Orissa as their 
true saviours and servants. On the 30th 
December, 1903, Madhusudan organised 
Utkal Sammilani bringing the Oriya speaking 
people together from all parts of the country. 
The Oriya tracts had lied scattered in Bengal 
C.P. (now Madhya Pradesh) and Madras 
Presidency. There came the Rajas and 
Maharajas of all the feudatory states of Orissa 


Ir 
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who were the rulers of vast 
population of Oriyas. Thus- 
Madhusudan had brought about 
emotional integration among the 
Oriyas who had no opportunity 
of having interactions among 
themselves, although they spoke _ 
one language, inherited one 
culture and observed the, 
festivals and rituals of one kind. » 


The Rajas and Maharajas of 
Orissa thereafter started looking 
to Madhusudan as their true 
friend, philosopher and guide and he also gave 
them all support and love without looking for 
any monetary gains as a legal practioner. But 
the great leader looked to 
Pt. Gopabandhu to take up his mantle and to 
lead the Oriya to their destined goal of having 
a separate homeland where they could live as 
a distinct race with contentment. He deputed 
Gopabandhu toWlayurbhanj State to serve as 
the legal adviser to Maharaja Sri Ramachandra 
Bhanja Dev in 1910. Pt. Gopabandhu 
continued as the State's legal counsel from 
10th January, 1910 to 12th June, 1912. While 
he was serving in the Mayurbhanj State he also 
established the Sakhigopal Vana Vidyalaya in 
1911 (National School). Madhusudan once 
visited that school and recorded his 
appreciatory remarks in the visitors' book. It 
was a great day for Pt. Gopabandhu who was 
eagerly looking for that day to come. 
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However, in 1921.Pt. Gopabandhu 
parted company with Madhu Babu dissolving 
Utkal Sammilani at its Chakradhar session 
(now in Bihar) and merging it with the 
Congress party. The Congress party came into 
existence in Orissa with the merger of Utkal 
Sammilani in it. Pt. Gopabandhu took the 
Oriyas to the national main stream with the 
hope that the Congress would support the 
demands of Oriyas for the formation of a 
separate Orissa Province. He was perhaps, 
unaware of the fact that Madhusudan Das was 
also in the Congress party during its formative 
days and he had established the Party's branch 
in Kendrapara. In - 1902 when 
Mr. Surendranath Banerji was the President 
of the Indian National Congress. Madhusudan 
once invited him to Grand Hotel, Calcutta for 
dinner in his apartment. Miss Sailabala Das, 
the adopted daughter of Madhusudan was also 
present there at that time. On the dinner table 
Madhu Babu enquired from Surendranath 
whether the Congress party would support 
Orissa's demand for the formation of a separate 
Province for the Oriyas. Surendranath gave 
him a negative reply. Thereafter Madhusudan 
told him that he would now leave Congress 
and would go to Orissa for organising the 
Oriya movement for the formation of the 
Orissa province. That was how he organised 
the Utkal Sammilani in December, 1903, even 
though the-then Commissioner of the Orissa 
division had attempted to frustrate his attempts 
asking the Government employees and the 
officers not to attend the session of Utkal 
Sammilani. When Madhusudan came to know 
about the circular of the Commissioner he sent 
a lengthy telegram to the Lt. Governor of 
Bengal informing him that the Utkal 
Sammilani was a cultural organisation of the 
Oriyas and the Commissioner had issued a 
circular prohibiting the Government 
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employees from attending it. Madhusudan's 
telegram to the Governor evoked a prompt 
response from him and he directed the 
Commissioner to withdraw that circular 


immediately and to meet Madhusudan to.’ 


inform him about the cancellation of the 
circular. i 


The Commissioner, Mr. Gupta 
immediately rushed to Madhusudan's 
residence to meet him. But Sailabala who was 
the volunteer of the Sammilani did not allow 
him to the conference hall where Madhusudan 
was holding talks with the other members 
about the preparatory arrangements for holding 
the session. However, She informed 
Madhusudan about the Commissioner's visit 
to his residence. Madhusudan on hearing from 
her that the Commissioner had come to offer 


; apology immediately went to him and offered 


apology for keeping him waiting. But the latter 
told him that he had come to offer apology for 
the circular. He also told him that direction” 
had. been issued to him by the Governor to 


attend the Session. Madhusudan was ~ 


immensely pleased at this friendly gesture 
shown by the Commissioner towards the Oriya 
Movement. 


Pt. Gopabandhu who was a young man 
of 25 or 26 years in 1902 was not supposed to 
know how Madhusudan was disillusioned by 
the attitude of the Congress leaders then 
towards the Oriya movement. The dissolution 
of Utkal Sammilani by Pt. Gopabandhu and 
merging it in the Congress behind his back 
had naturally given a rude shock to 
Madhusudan. However, in 1923 he resurrected 
the Oriya movement resigning the 
Ministership of Bihar and Orissa province. In 
1928, Pt. Gopabandhn passed away and his 
dream of seeing an independent India or a 
separate Orissa provinc: remained unfulfilled. 
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Madhusudan also breathed his last on 3rd 
February 1934. He too could not see the 
separate Orissa province which was his dream- 
child. The province was established on Ist 
April, 1936. 


Two Rajas of Ganjam District, the 
Maharaja of Parlakhemundi Sri Krushna 
Chandra Gajpati Dev and the Raja Bahdur of 
Khallikote, Sri Rama Chandra Mardaraj Dev 
worked ceaselessly to fulfill the dream of 
Madhusudan. In 1931 in London Round Table 
Conference, Maharaja KC Gajpati Dev 
declared as follows : "We want a province of 
our own on the basis of language, culture and 
race to be ourselves a homogeneous unit with 
the feelings of contentment and peace....” 
Without a separate Province for 10 million 
Oriyas, let me tell you Sir, that your labours at 
this conference to develop Parliamentary 
institutions in the provinces of India with 
autonomous powers will prove on the contrary, 
seriously injurious to the Oriyas. On the 12th 
January, 1933, Raja Bahadur Khallikote, 
Sri Rama Chandra Mardaraj Dev declared in 
London at a reception arranged by him for the— 
then Secretary of the States, Sir Samuel Hoare 
that tite "the Oriyas are a distinct race, with 
aculture, history, language and civilisation of 
their own and they were in the unfortunate 
position of being divided in four provinces and 
in helpless minority in each. The agitation to 


uplift and unite the Oriyas is as old as the 
twentieth century and I am glad to say that in 
the hands of an able statesman, Sir Samuel. 
Hoare, their cause has received consideration’ 
it deserved...... ; ; 


The dream in sight of fulfilment 


On. 17.10.1933, Sir John Austin, 
Hubback who subsequently became the first 
Governor of Orissa on the day of the formation 
of the Province on Ist April, 1936 wrote the 
following letter to Utkal Gourab. The said 
letter read as follows : 


Cuttack 17.10.1933 


Dear Mr. Das, I return to you the copy 
of the "Early annals of the English in Bengal” Ms 
Tam putting ina suitable passage to the report. 
I hope that your Association with the’ 
Committee as agreeable to you as it has been 
with me. I greatly appreciate the help which’ 
you have given. You must be very much 
gratified to think that object which you have 
had at heart since many years is now in sight 


of fulfilment..." 


Yours sincerély, 
J.A. Hubback.: 
Editor, Orissa Times, 


Kkaravel Nagar, 
Bhubaneswar-751001. * 
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Addressing the Golden Jubilee Celebration of |.M.A. (Orissa Branch) on 27.11.1998 at Soochana Bhawan as Chief 
Guest, Minister, | & P.R. Shri Bhupinder Singh highlighted the role of docfors in our society as 'Saviours of people’ and advised 
the doctors to reach out the people in their dire distress and ensure health service in real earnestness, Guest of honour, shri 
Soumya Ranjan Patnaik, Editor, the Sambad expressed his concern for doctors having high profiles working in most odd 
situations. He emphasised availability of minimum health service to the people. Shri Patnaik urged for two years of compulsory 
health service in rural area for newly recruited medical doctors. 


GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF INDIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION ¢ORISSA BRANCH) 


On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee Celebration, President of the 1.M.A. Dr. J.Reddy released a sbuvenir and the 
Chairman of Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee Dr. Jhasketan Sahu, Director, Health and Family Welfare presented his 
welcome address. Dr. Jagannath Mohapatra, Chairman, B.M.C. introduced the guests while Dr. D. Tompey, President, I.M.A. 


(Orissa Branch) presided. 
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GOOD-BYE, MEHTAB ! 


Whenever we pass by the 
new Capital dotted with its 
majestic Secretariat building or 
pick-up a  weather-beaten 
specimen in the State Museum or 
listen to the dying cadences of 
Lalit Kala Akademi or stop to 
share the dialogue of the dramatis 
personae in Ravindra Mandap or 
go boating down the Hirakud Dam 
or gather a handful of the hybrid 
seeds in the Rice Research 
Institute or hear the devotional 
songs on Lord Jagannath over the A.LR., 
Cuttack or witness a test match from the 
visitors gallery in Barabati Stadium or shed a 
tear in Saheed Bhavan or turn a page in 
Padhihary Pathagar, we remember him. We 
remember him when the siren hoots hundreds 
of workers into the textile mills of Choudwar 
or the gigantic steel plant of Rourkela. We 
remember him -the maker of modern Orissa, 
the Minister of Industries in the Nehru Cabinet, 
the Chief Minister of Orissa and the Governor 
of Bombay. We remember you for all these, 
Dr. H.K. Mehtab, and for all those beyond all 
these. We remember you for the daily 
Prajatantra, the weekly Eastern Times and the 
monthly Jhankar. What Dr: Johnson said of 
Oliver Goldsmith might well be said about 
you. For there is no field of life you didn't touch 
and no field of life you touched and didn't turn 
into gold. 


Prof. Pabitra Mohan Nayak . 


Young Harekrushna Mehtab, 
son of an affluent Zamindar of 
Balasore, woke one day and 
joined the non-co-operation 
movement, leaving behind his old 
parents and young wife. Leaving 
behind his old parents and young 
wife, the son of a Zamindar 


India's war of independence. 
Mehtab attended the Nagpur and 
Calcutta sessions of the Congress 
in 1920 and 1921. He founded the 
Swaraj Mandir at Balasore and the weekly 
Swaraj Samachar wherein he exposed the 
atrocities of the British government which 
once sent him to Bhagalpur jail on charge of 
regicide. Mehtab was elected Chairman of. 
Balasore Zila Board in 1923, Member, Bihar— 
Orissa Council in 1926 and President, Orissa 
Congress Committee in 1930, the year of Salt 
Satyagraha which clapped him in prison again. 
As Kumudini observes in Adyaparva, "If the 
Struggle for freedom, service for the poor and 
battle against tyranny fill one’s life, there will 
beno void". And Mehtab knew it. His life was 
full. His life was rich, 


It is possible for the touts in India to 
exploit the rurals dominated by illiteracy and 
Ignorance, says Mehtab in Touter. Mehtab 
knew, like Gandhi his political mentor, that 
development of India devolves on the 
enlightenment of the rural masses. The real 


became a dauntless soldier in 
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significance of change lies in our looking back 
at the village, not in exaggerating the alleged 
inconveniences of the salaried minority. 
Therefore, he appealed to the educated youth 
and youth organisations of the villages "to 
voice the feelings, problems and grievances 
of the masses in order to remove the darkness 
of dogmatism by lighting a lamp". And this 
column on ‘Gaon Majlis’ in the editorial page 
of The Prajatantra is an attempt to. light this 
lamp, the lamp of intellectual enlightenment, 
social progress, political awareness, economic 
uplift. It is through these columns that this 
grand old politician of Orissa was trying 
through his most powerful pen to mobilise 
mass consciousness. 

The 'Gaon Majlis’, characterised 
neither by philosophical profundity nor by 
imaginative flight, deals with a wide variety 
of subjects from electricity to ethics, 
administration to aesthetics, music to 
medicine. Through the very voice of 
experience, through the quintessence of 
wisdom, it informs, instructs, inspit?s the rural 
masses. ‘Gaon Majlis’ shows how Mehtab, like 
an expert dancer, jumps from village politics 
to international problems with a masterful ease 
rarely met with in journalistic literature. The 
same spirit is echoed in Tritiya Parva which 
directs the reader's attention from town to 
village : 


Orissa doesn't mean only Cuttack, Puri.and 
Bhubaneswar ..... The Indian Govt. thinks 
Delhi is India. The Orissa Govt. thinks 
Bhubaneswar is Orissa. When buildings after 
buildings rise in Delhi and Bhubaneswar, 
scooters, cars race on the roads, rice and sugar 
are available for the asking .... The Government 
never imagines how poverty has attacked the 
countryside. The countryside is the nerve centre 
of the country, where people don't geta drop 

of drinking water, don't get a square meal a 


day, live on a handful of hard-earned rice .... 
and die without medicine. 


While Nutana Dharma, Pratibha, 
Adyaparva and Touter were written in the thick 
of the battle, with dreams of India’s 
independence, Tritiya Parva and 1975 are set 
against the nightmarish experience of post- 
independence India. Written against the 
backdrop of Emergency, these novels, like 
Maila Anchal in Hindi and Amra Bhalo Achhi, 
Tomra? in Bengali, conjure up the lurid vision 
of acorrupt society. Where are the words of 
Vivekananda: Liberty of thought and action is 
the only condition of life of growth and well— 
being; where it doesn't exist, the mass, the race, 
the nation must go. Where are the dreams of 
Nabin in Pratibha: No innocent people will 
be imprisoned in independent India, no touts 
will harass the illiterate villagers ? The India 
of 1975 was achanged India, a different India, 
an India that reeled under the thrust of 
Emergency, an India where the doctor gives 
false reports, where the flood relief is 
misappropriated, where justice is bought and 
sold. These novels which are diagnostic thus 
point the cause but prescribe no remedy for 
the present malaise. The only remedy is 
rebellion. Mehtab's Swargare Emergency and 
Yuga Sanket are coloured by the same political 
psychology, inspired by the same social 
ideology. 


Mehtab took to writing at a time Mulk 
Raj Anand wrote The Untouchable, 
R.K.Narayan, Waiting for the Mahatma, 
K.A. Abbas, Inquilab and Raj Rao, 
Kanthapura. At a time when India was in a 
state of political ferment, when the restless 
millions were struggling for salvation, the 
writer could not set aside questions of women's 
emancipation, Zamindars' oppression, 
untouchability, uplift of the poor, evils of 
English education and a thousand ills this 
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Indian flesh was heir to. Sitting in the ivory 
tower of imagination, he could not set aside 
this injustice, this inequality, this man's 
inhumanity to men, with Bankim Chandra's 
Bande Mataram ringing in his ears. Nabin and 
Pratibha in Pratibha, Lalmohan and 
Dibyasingh, Kumudini and Nishamani in 
Adyaparva, Ramachandra and Krushnamohan 
in Touter, Mayadhar and Kamala in Nutana 
Dharma voice "the inner sense of this passing 
show". The hero of Mehtab's novels thus is 
the political man, homo politicus. 


Dr. Mehtab lived a political life, and a 


political life is bound to be full of ups and’ 


downs. He calls his autobiography Sadhanara 
Pathe (On the path of struggles). I've no time 
to listen to praise, writes he, no time to listen 
to praise and sit idle. One remembers what 
Ullysses says to Achilles in Troilus and 
Cressida : 


Perseverence, dear my lord, keeps honour 
bright; to have done is to hand quite out of 
fashion, like a rusty nail in monumental 
mockery. 


(Act III, Sc.II1) 


To rest is to rust, and Mehtab's whole life was 
full of ceaseless activities. 


Mehtab's was a chainless soul. His 
head was high. Don't fear a fall, he says 
somewhere, don't pray that you may not fall. 
Welcome it, control it, use it as key to success. 
Adversity depresses the average man; but one 
who whips adversity to his advantage grows 
great. Dr. Mehtab did this. He whipped 
adversity and became great. 


W.B. Yeats took age to be a 
"caricature", "something tied to a dog's tail", 
"a tattered coat upon a stick". But Mehtab was 
afraid of neither age nor death. ‘Death fears 
life’, he writes in "Jivan-mrityu", ‘life fears no 
death, no, never’. In "Ananda Sandhane", he 


‘ay snatch the shield in the last minute, the 


calls his life a fierce league-match, where he 


very last. He, therefore, warns his well-wishers 
in "Janma Dina" not to remind him of his age 
on his birthday, for age must not wither him 
nor should custom stale his infinite variety. In 
"“Sandhyagame" the poet Mehtab prepares 
himself for his 'ageless journey’ after death : 


Dark is the night and solitary 

No wild life on the way 

Nobody, what shall you see ? 

Immortal self, be not afraid nor anxious 
- Behold, all is still, darkness is deep 

Yet full of light. 


Mehtab saw light in darkness, life in death, 
and like his own old man in the story 


"Bruddhara Prarthana", saw youth in age. . 


"Grow old along with me", writes Browning 
in "Rabbi Ben Ezra", "the best is yet to be , 
the last of life for which the first was made". 


+ Inone of his poems, "Utha Dokanira 
Notice" Mehtab conceives himself as owning 
a moving stall. And now that the fair is over 
he must wind up and go: 


The fair is over, the crowd is gone 

here ends the fair 

T will now ferry the stream 

look, the boat stands ready at your back. 


H.K. Mehtab was born on 21 Nov. 
1899 and died on 2 Jan. 1989. He died an 
octogenerian. The literature he left behind - 
his History of Orissa, his novels, his one-act 
plays, short stories, essays, poems will remain 
a witness of the past, a courier of the present, 
a forerunner of the future. What P. Sainath 
wrote on the death of K.A. Abbas may well 
be said of Dr. Mehtab : i 


For almost half a centurye Khwaja 
_Ahmad Abbas addressed himself to 
those problems (the problems of the 
masses) in his last page. Each of these 
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columns is now a page of history. Each, 
a mirror of its time. 


Mehtab guided the Praja Mandal 


Dhenkanal, Talcher, Nilgiri, Ranpur. And 
when during the agitation Bezelgate was 
murdered at Ranpur on January 5, 1939, he 


intervention of Miss Agatha Harrison. As the 
Central Minister of Industries and Commerce 
in 1950-52, as Secretary, Congress 
Parliamentary party in 1952-54, as Governor 
of Bombay in 1954-56, as Chief Minister of 
Orissa in 1957-62, as Member of Parliament 
in 1962-67 and again as a doyen of Orissa 
politics from 1967 onwards, Dr. Mehtab. has 
left his footprints on the political sands of time. 
Mehtab was primarily a politician and 
naturally when he took to writing under: the 
shades of the prison-house, his politica] 
philosophy left its indelible impress on the 
literature he produced. When he made his hero, 
Ramshankar say in his novel Tritiya Parva : 
"You, too, are a politician, literature may be 
your second love, but your first love is 
administration", Mehtab was speaking about 


himself. 


"Stone walls do not a prison make", 
writes the poet, "nor iron bars a cage", and the 


Movement in the Orissan garhjats, in 


narrowly escaped hanging through the. 


unconfined spirit of Mehtab ranged freely in 
the Ahmednagar fort where he was 
incarcerated for several years. It was here that 
he wrote Pratibha, Adyaparva and Touter. His 
other novels are Nutana Dharma, Tritiya 
Parva and 1975 all of which were socio- 
political novels, novels with a purpose. "Today 
I am weak, I can't retaliate", observes one of 
his characters in Pratibha, raising his little 
finger against the unmitigated tyranny of the 
British, "but I will not lie low forever. If this 
doesn't happen then my children, my children's 
children will take the bloody revenge". In this 
protest rumbles that thunderous volcanic 
cataclysm which years later precipitated the 
denouement of British dominion in this 
country. : iene 


To wreak this revenge, one must 
prepare, and prepare in the Gandhian way. The 
road lies ahead of this nation. Its people and 
their world are seen through the eyes of one 
who championed them with unflagging. 
optimism. ; 

A dreamer to the last, but of dreams 
that were the stuff of greatness. 


Professors’ Colony 
Puri Town, Puri. 
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URGENT STEPS TO BE ‘TAKEN TO IMPROVE LITERACY RATE AMONG THE TRIBALS 


Steps would be 
in schools in adi 
Sundergarh, Keonjhar, R: 
decided to set up a Minority Fi 
Phulbani, Kendrapara, Jajpur, 
suggested to formulate a new sc eae ie ary er ater 
OR 
MASSIVE ARRANGEMENTS MADE Hs sae a 


hectares of land through Uper Kolab and 40,000 hectares of land through Potteru 
rovided as decided in a review committee meeting held at Jeypore on 3.11.1998 under 


Shri Basanta Kumar Biswal. 


Bhadrak and Balasore etc. 
heme in the light of E: 


Irrigation facilities to 20,000 
Irrigation Project for rabi crops would be p 
the chairmanship of Deputy Chief Minister, 
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MODALITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF 
WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
IN KBK DISTRICTS 


INTRODUCTION 


Government of India have agreed to 
double the first instalment of EAS for the KBK 
districts and to release the second instalment 
subject to utilisation of 50% as per the existing 
guidelines of the EAS. The enhancement of 
the allocation under the EAS is subject to the 
condition that 50% of the additional funds 
would be earmarked for watershed 
development. Subject to timely utilisation, the 
KBK districts are likely to receive an 
additional allocation of Rs.216 crores in course 
of the Ninth Five Year Plan out of which 
Rs.108 crores will have to be earmarked for 
watershed development. Assuming that on an 
average, an expenditure of Rs.20 lakhs would 
be required for complete treatment of a 
watershed, 540 watersheds @ 500 ha per 
watershed can be taken up for development 
during the Ninth Five Year Plan from out of 
the additional funds promised under EAS. 
Since a watershed would require not less than 
four years for complete treatment, all the 540 
watersheds have to be taken up 
simultaneously. According to indications 
available, 154 watersheds are expected to be 
taken up in KBK districts under NWDPRA 
during the Ninth Plan. 150 more watersheds 
are also likely to be funded out of NWDPRA 
during the Ninth Plan, to be taken up 
exclusively in KBK districts. Some watersheds 
are also expected to be funded out of DPAP 
and IWDP, some of which would be in the 
KBK districts. In other words, about 800 


- BK. Patnaik 


watersheds in the KBK districts are expected 
to be taken up for treatment during the Ninth 
Plan period. On an average, therefore roughly 
10 watersheds in each of the 80 blocks of the 
KBK districts will have to be taken up 
simultaneously under EAS, NWDPRA, DPAP, 
IWDP etc. Government have decided to take 
up watershed development projects in a 
Mission Mode. Number of watersheds 
proposed to be taken up during the Ninth Plan 
is significantly more than the number of 
watersheds taken up during any of the earlier 
plan periods. Further, flow of funds 
particularly under the EAS will be linked to 
actual utilisation, unless the implementing 
agencies are able to implement the programme 
in a timely and effective manner, the risk of 
the State losing Central assistance cannot be 
ruled out. ‘ 


NUMBER OF WATERSHEDS IN EACH 
BLOCK ; 


On an average, 10 watersheds shall be 
taken up in each Block of KBK districts under 
EAS and other schemes out of which 6 
watersheds will be taken up with additional 
funds provided under EAS. 4 watersheds in 
each NWDPRA Bolck shall be taken up after 
receiving sanction of GOI. New watersheds 
under DPAP/IWDP shall be taken up 
depending on allocation of funds. WATERSHED 
Mission would aim at saturating all the 
watersheds taken up during the 9th Plan within 
four years. 
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SELECTION OF PIA 


The common guidelines of Ministry of 
Rural Areas and Employment (MORAE) 
emphasize community participation in the 
implementation of watershed projects and 
therefore role of PIA as Project Leader 
assumes considerable significance. Selection 
of BDOs as PIAs should be preferred for the 
following reasons : 


1. Experience of BDOs in various 
programmes requiring community 
mobilisation and their contacts with 
local opinion leaders, Panchayat 
members, NGOs etc. 


2. Accessibility of common people to the 
Block Offices. 


3. Capacity of BDOs to ensure 
convergence of all the community 
development programmes in the 
watershed. 


4. Blocks will be in a position to monitor 
maintenance of assets created after 
completion of the project period. 


However, Collectors as Mission 
Leaders of their respective districts 
may engage any other line department 
officers such as DFO, Deputy Director 
(Social Forestry), CDVO, DDA, 
DAO, SCO, ASCO, Deputy Director 
of Horticulturist etc. or any NGO with 
proven track record in similar 
programmes and if the Collector is of 
the view that in respect of one or more 
watersheds, choice of the BDO as PIA 
would not be appropriate. In 
NWDPRA watersheds however there 
is no provision for a PIA, although the 
services of the WDTs would be 
available to those watersheds as well. 


SELECTION OF WATERSHED 
DEVELOPMENT TEAM MEMBERS 


One Watershed Development Team 
will be stationed in each Block of KBK 
districts. The team would consist of a JAO, a 
JHO, a JSCO, VAS, SEO/LSEO and an 
Engineer. Wherever watershed has sizeable 
forest land for treatment, local forest official 
(Ranger/Forester) would also be taken as 
member of WDT. While concerned Head of 
Deptt. with the approval of the Deptt. 
concerned will post the officers to different 
Blocks, immediately services of one 
Agricultural Engineer would be provided to 
each Block to be the member of the team. The 
Director, Soil Conservation will place a team 
of surveyors in each Block to assist the WDT 
in preparation of Development plans. The 
members of watershed development team 
would be provided accommodation in the 
Block Office premises for day to day 
functioning. All the Govt. functionaries in 
WDT shall be whole time and exclusively for 
watershed development projects. However 
they would be expected to perform their 
fespective departmental functions in the 
watershed area. They may be given additional 
charge to look after departmental functions 
temporarily in the absence of any other 
departmental functionaries in the Block area. 
Till arrangements are made to charge the 
salaries of the WDT members and the 
Engineer to watershed account, they may 
continue to draw their salaries from the 
existing sources. 


SELECTION OF WATERSHEDS 


Prime Minister's Office, New Delhi 
has communicated vide Memo No.2280/G/ 
JS(A)/98 dtd. 24.9.98 that selection of priority 
watersheds for treatment should be based on 
the watershed maps done by ORSAC. 
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Watershed should be selected on the 
basis of the following criteria : 


i High incidence of wasteland available, 

Ds Situation in the upper reaches of the 
district, 

By High incidence of drought, 

4. Contiguity to the watersheds already 
treated or being treated under various 
programmes, 

5. Expected community response in the 


proposed watershed villages. 


Based on above criteria; Mission 
Leaders (Collectors) would select 10 
watersheds in each block immediately. The list 
of 20 priority watersheds in accordance with 
the above criteria will be made available by 
ORSAC to Director (Watershed Mission) in 
Agriculture Department to be passed on to 
Collectors. Collectors while selecting the 
watersheds in each Block will ensure that 
watersheds already taken up under any other 
programme are excluded if they find place in 
the priority list of ORSAC. As far as possible, 
the 10 watersheds to be selected out of the 


identified list should be in clusters of not less - 


than three to four. Where certain watershed 
have already been treated or are being treated 
now, the watershed selected now should 
subject to fulfilling the criteria listed above 
be contiguous to such watershed. 


TRAINING FROM STATE LEVEL TO 
BLOCK LEVEL 


(i) State Level 


48 State Level trainers will be recruited 
and they will be trained by MANAGE at 
Bhubaneswar. Training expenses for the State 
Level Trainings will be borne by P.R. 
Department. MANAGE will also conduct 


training programmes for members of 
SLWPIRC. 


(ii) District Level 


State Level Trainers will train 
members of District Watershed: Advisory 
Committee, PIAs and other officers to be 
associated with the programmes at the district 
level. 


(iii) Block Level 


State Level Trainers and PIAs will 
train the members of Watershed Development 
team at the Block Level. Further they will also 
train the members of watershed committee to 
be formed in each watershed. 


Since organisation of training 
programmes at various levels will take time, 
a general orientation on watershed projects, 
to be implemented in accordance with the 
common guidelines of Ministry of Rural Areas 
and Employment, may be organised by the 
DRDAsat the district level for PIA and WDT 
members immediately. This will help in 
immediately starting the project activities in 
various watersheds. 


(iv) All the above programmes are to be 
coordinated by IMAGE which has been 
designated as the apex agency for the purpose 
in the SLWPIRC meeting held under the 
chairmanship of Chief Secretary on 16.7.98. 


ROLE OF OFFICERS OF LINE 
DEPARTMENTS AT THE STATE AND 


“DISTRICT LEVEL 


(i) State level / Range level 


All Heads of the Deptts. concerned 
including the Director of Agriculture, Director 
of Horticulture, Director of Soil Conservation, 
Director of Animal Husbandry, Director of 
Social Welfare, Director of Textiles and 
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Sericulture, Director (Fisheries), Conservator Horticulturist, AD (Sericulture) Asst. Director 
of Forests would be expected to visit at least (Fisheries) and others who are also members 
two watersheds of KBK districts each month _ of District Watershed Development Advisory 
in such a way that they visit each district at Committee would work as Watershed 
least twice in one year. This will help in proper Mission Guides. Collector of the district 
working of PIAs and watershed development would allot one Block to each of them and the 
team. Copies of inspection report/tour note Mission Guides would assist PLA and WDT 
shall be made available to Director (Watershed members in formulation and implementation 
Mission) in Agriculture Department, and of the project. Subject matter specialists who 


Mission Leaders and the PIAs for guidance are members of the DWDAC will also visit 


and follow-up action. other blocks for providing technical guidance 
to the PIA and WDT in their respective 
subject. The Mission Guides will report on the 

District Level Officers of various line activities and problems of their allotted 
Departments such as DFO, DD(SF), DDA, watershed or any other watershed to the 
DDH, CDVO,SCO, DSWO, DAO, ASCO, Collector, the Mission Leader of the district. 


MILESTONES FOR VARIOUS ACTIVITIES UNDER 
WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT PROJECT. 


Activities Who will When Norms 
’ perform 


Selection of PIA Mission Leader By 31.10.98 Common Guidelines and instructions 
(Project Leader) mentioned above. 


(ii) District level 


1. 


by 7.11.98 As mentioned above;Team Leader to 


be one of the WDT members. 


Appointment of PIA 


WDT and Team Leader 


Mission Leader Based on information to be furnished 
by ORSAC? Director (Watershed 


Mission). 


Selection of watersheds by 15.11.98 


Training of Stat eLevel 
Trainers and Member of 
SLWPIRC 


Training of PIAs 


by 31.10.98 Expenditure to be bore by PR. Deptt. 


IMAGE/DRDA 
DRDA/AMAGE 


by 31.11.98 
by 15.11.98 


Expenditure by DRDAs. 
Expenditure by DRDA. 


General orientation of PIAs 
and WDT 


PIA 
WDT 


by 30.11.98 
by 31.12.98 


As per guidelines. 


Execute Entry Point activity 


Discussions with community, PR 
institutions, local NGOs and other 
village level functionaries. 


Building relationship with 
community and defining 
outline of action plan 


by 31.12.98 Existing SHGs such as Thrift and 
credit groups, Nari Sanghs, Mahila 
Mandals, J.EM.committees may be 


coopted. 


Organisation of 
SHGs & UGs 
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Activities 


Who will 
perform 


Survey of resources Expenses from 5% of works 


component. 


Preparation of action UGs under guidance of 


WDT 
WDT 


ORSAC information on treatment 
plan to be utilised, 


All the members of SHG,/ UGs and 
members of Gram Panchayat in the 
Watershed Village. 


Constitution of watershed 
Association and Registration 


Constituion of Watershed 
Committee 


i) Composition is 4 from SHG, 5 
from UG, | from G.P. & 1 from WDT, 
ii) Savings Bank account in any 
scheduled Bank or Post Office to be 
opened and to be jointly operated by 
Watershed Secretary and one WDT 
member. 


Honorarium from admini- 
strative head @ Rs.1000/- 
per month (consolidated). 


Appointment of 
Watershed Secretary 


Preparation of Watershed 


According to the common 
development plan (WDP) 


guidelines. 


assistance of WDT/PIA 


Sanction of WDP 


Mission Leader Seek advice of Watershed Develop- 


ment Advisory Committee. 


Release of funds to PIA-(PIA 
to open Savings Bank account 
to be jointly operated by 
Project Leader (PIA) and Team 
Leader of WDT; interest to be} 
accrued in the account shall 
be used for watershed works) 


P.D., DRDA (by 
cheque only) 


i) First instalment 
lof Rs.1.00 lakh on 
commencement of 
project to be releas- 
led to PIA 

ii) Second instalment 


i) Towards administration, training, 
works community organisation. 


ii) Towards training admninistration, 
Community organisation, 


iii) Administration, Training. 


Release of funds to 
watershed committee 


PD, DRDA (by cheque 


i) Savings Bank Account is opened 
only) 


(interest accrued in the account shall 
also be used for watershed project 
works), 

10% 


ii) 15% 
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Watershed 
Committee 


Release of funds to 
UG and SHG 


Implementation of SHG & UG 


works. 


Monitoring and review 


Distt. Vigilance and 
Monitoring Committee 
(MORAE D.O. 


dtd. 26.10.95) 


Administrator Special 
Projects (of Collectors/ 
PD, DRDAs) 


GENERAL & MISCELLANEOUS 


1. While undertaking entry point 
activities in the Watersheds in consultation 
with Watershed Committee, renovation of 
major existing water bodies in the watersheds 
which can be integrated with the W.D. Plan 
shall be given top priority. PIA will ensure that 
these water bodies do form an integral 


Who will 
perform 


PIA (of WDT/ WC Secy.) 
DRDA/DWDAC (of PIAs) 


No.V-24011/27/95-RE-III 


accounts of Ist 
instalments and 
sanction of WDP 


iii) 20% 


iii) 3rd time on 
production of 
accounts 


iv) 4th time on iv) 10% 
production of 


accounts 


v) 10% 
vi) 10% 


v) 5th time 


vi) 6th time 
(final) 


After measurement On recommendation of WDT. 


of works/ activities. 


With assistance from WDT 

* However, entey point activities 
will be taken up by PIA as 
mentioned earlier at SL.No.7. 

* Activities under Micro Plan 
shall be taken up as mentioned 
at SI.No.18. 


Immediately on 
sanction of 
WDP and 
release of 
funds. 


3rd of every month Meeting to be presided by PIA. 


Meeting to be presided by 
Collector. 


10th of every month 


Meeting to be presided by . 
President Zila Parishad. 


As and when it 
meets 


Meeting to be presided by Admin- 
istrator of KBK districts, Director 
(Water- shed Mission) to attend. 


15th of every month 


component of watershed treatment plan to be 
prepared. Further, Innovative Designs to link 
such waterbodies to each other in the 
watersheds by use of mechanical regulators 
and provision of drainage channels shall be 
attempted in all the watersheds on the basis of 
a Micro-Plan to be prepared on priority basis 
by the PIA. Assistance of Minor Irrigation 
Engineers will be taken to design such 
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projects. This will be an essential component 
of water management in the integrated 
watershed project. No funds should be spent 
without proper survey and and estimate of such 
projects. PIAs shall execute this Micro-Plan 
with the help of Watershed Committee 
pending preparation of Watershed 
Development Plan (WDP). 


In view of large number of Watershed 
Projects to be taken up in the KBK districts 
under EAS and other schemes, DRDA being 
the nodal institution shall have to be 
strengthened. It was decided to post one 
Assistant Project Director (Watershed 
Development) in each DRDA in KBK 
districts. Panchayati Raj Department shall take 
necessary steps to post 8 APDs from Soil 
Conservation or Forest discipline immediately. 


NORMS OF TECHNICAL SANCTION 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL 


For all the treatment activities forming 
integral component of Watershed 
Development Plan (WDP), norms of technical 
sanction and administrative approval shall be 
as follows : 


Designation Technical Administrative 

of Officer sanction Approval 

Junior Engineer Up to Rs.50,000/- 5 
(Rupees fifty 


thousand only 

Up to Rs.2,00,000/- 
(Rupees two lakh) 
only. 


Asst. Engineer 


‘\ 


CHIEF MINISTER'S VISIT TO KHURDA DISTRICT 


Chief Minister, Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik while paying a visit to different areas of Bolagada and Begunia 
blocks of Khurda district inaugurated several developmental programmes and distributed Patta to the homesteadless 
alongwith pension to the beneficiaries under the Widow Pension, Old Age Pension etc. Chief Minister Sri Patnaik 
inaugurated water harvesting projects at Atri, Kuspalla, Budhalinga and Badaberana and inaugurated Primary Schools 
and new office buildings of Gram Panchayats at different places, He inaugurated an Ayurvedic Hospital at Kadaba 
and a bridge on the Huda River at Magara and also inaugurated the Sahajpur-Haladipada road and bridge. Shri Patnaik 
inaugurated a new building at Bolagada dak-bungalow and also Rural Water Supply Projects at Sagargaon-Jaripada 
and Bolagada. He made a provision of a new ambulance for the Bolagada Hospital. 


Executive Engineer Up to Rs.5,00,000/- 
(Rupees five lakh) 
only. 

Up to Rs.10,00,000/- 
(Rupees ten lakh) only 
PIA(Project Leader) - 


Supdt. Engineer 


upto Rs.1 ,00,000/- 
(Rupees One Jakh) 
only. 


Project Director, ae Upto Rs.5,00,000/- 


DRDA (Rupees five lakh) 
only 
Collector - above Rs.5,00,000/- 


(Rupees five lakh) 
only. 


Detailing of Procedures, Accounting, 
Monitoring and Evaluation system etc. to be 
followed shall be done by Director (Watershed 
Mission) as and when necessary. 


Reasonable tenure of 3 years for all the. 
PIAs and WDT members is required and will 
ensure proper implementation of the project. 
Therefore, all officers working as PIA and 
WDT should not ordinarily be disturbed before 
completing 3 years tenure in the Watershed 
Mission except on ground of retirement/ 
promotion/suspension. 


Mission Leaders of the districts 
(Collectors) shall ensure execution of all 
activities according to the milestones 
prescribed above and keep Director 
(Watershed Mission) informed about the 
progress and difficulties from time to time. 


Commissioner-cum-Secretary to Govt. 
Agriculture Department. 
Govt. of Orissa 


7 


TOT OTT TT 


Seer eee See oo SSH es esas 


WT 


TEC 


HTT Tse Stee 


TEETEEET ETT TTT 


Orissa) Review 


Devon 19IS NM 


tee 


IMEI, 


£ 


PPT TTT 


Ou the eccaston of the Fuman Rights Day December (0 


HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION © 


Rights are defined as "those conditions 
of social life without which no man can be his 
best self". The formation of the United States 
on 24th October, 1945 provided a ray of light 
and hope for the international community to 
come out from the dark tunnel of misery, war, 
hatred and animosity. In the preamble of the 
United Nations Charter, the peoples of the 
United Nations declare their determination "to 
save succeeding generations from the scourge 
of war, to reaffirm faith in fundamental human 
rights and to promote social progress and better 
standards of life in larger freedom". 
Accordingly, Article 1 of the UN Charter 
proclaims that one of the purposes of the 
United Nations is to achieve international co- 
operation in promoting and encouraging 
respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, 
sex, language or religion. The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) came into existence 
on November 4,1946 as a special agency of 
the UN in order to spread education, science 


and culture. 


Today the world is 
anniversary, that is, the g0 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. One 
of the major achievements of the United 
Nations in the field of human rights was the 
adoption of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights by the General Assembly on 


celebrating the 50th 
lden jubilee of the 


B.C, Rout 


proclaimed the Delcaration to be "a common 
standard of achievement for all people and 


all nations". It called upon member states and . 


all peoples of the world to promote and secure 
the effective recognition and observance of the 
rights and freedom set forth in the Declaration. 
The 10th December has been observed 
internationally as Human Rights Day. The 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights has 
30 Articles. These 30 Articles are viewed as 
the 'Magna Carta of mankind’, 


Articles 1 and 2 of Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights read that "all 
human beings are born equal in dignity and 
rights" and are entitled to all the rights and 
freedoms set forth in the Declaration "without 
distinction of any kind such as race, colour, 
sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, 
birth or other status". Articles 3 to 21 of the 
Declaration set forth the civil and political 
rights to which all human beings are entitled, 
including freedom from torture or cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment etc., Articles 22 to 27 of the 
Declaration set forth the economic, social and 
cultural rights to which all human beings are 
entitled, the right to work; the right to equal 
pay for equal work; the right to form and join 
trade unions; etc. The concluding articles, 
numbers 28 to 30, recognize that everyone is 
entitled to a social and international order in 
which the human rights set forth in the 
Declaration should be fully realized. 
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Other human rights declarations since 
approved by the Assembly include the 
Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1959 
and later 1991), the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples (1960), the Declaration 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (1963), the Declaration on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
(1967), the Declaration on the Protection of 
All persons from being subjected to Torture 
and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (1975), the 
Declaration on the Elimination of all forms of 
Intolerance and of Discrimination based on 
Religion or Belief (1981), and the Declaration 
on the Right of All Peoples to Peace (1984). 
The General Assembly in December 1993 
established the post of United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights as the United 
Nations official with principal responsibility 
for United Nations human rights activities, 
under the direction and authority of the 
Secretary General. The first High 
Commissioner was appointed in February 
1994. The High Commissioner is responsible 
for promotion and protection of Human Rights 
throughout the world. 


Human Rights Education (HRE) has 
been considered to be the most important thing 
today. People should be educated and taught 
about Human Rights. The Preamble of the 
UNESCO rightly reads, "The governments of 
the states, parties of this constitution, on behalf 
of their peoples declare that since wars begin 
in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men 
that the defences of peace must be constructed; 
that ignorance of each other's ways and lives 
has been a common cause, throughout the 
history of mankind, of that suspicion and 
mistrust between the peoples of the world 


through which their difference have all too 
often broken into war ....". 


The general conference of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation at its 18th session in Paris in 1974 
recommended that "education should be 
directed for the full development of the human 
personality and to the strengthening of respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
tolerance and friendship among all nations, 
racial or religious groups, and shall further that 
activities of the United Nations for the sake 
of peace". The document, further said that 
education should stress the inadmissibility of 
recourse to war for the purpose of aggression 
or domination or use of force or violence for 
purpose of repression and bring every person 
to understand or assume his or her 
responsibilities for the maintenance of peace. 


Earlier at the International Conference 
on Human Rights (1968) held in Teheran, it 
was decided to call on States to ensure that 
all "means of education should be used to 
stimulate interest in the problems of human 
tights in the changing world". The United 
Nations General Assembly resolved in the 
same year to take steps, according to the 
educational system of each State, to introduce 
and encourage principles contained in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
other Declarations. It urged on teachers to draw 
the attention of students to this growing role 
of the United Nations in fostering cooperative 
efforts for the promotion of social justice and 
human rights throughout the world. 


Indeed UNESCO has played a very 


prominent role in the promotion of human 


tights education. The International Congress 
on the Teaching of Human Rights (Vienna, 
1978), UNESCO International Congress on 
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Human Rights Teaching, Information and 
Documentation (Malta, 1987) dealt with 
principles and considerations that should guide 
and promote the teaching of human rights. 


Recommendations of these two 
conferences. unequivocally mentioned that 
human rights teaching and education should 
aim at fostering an attitude of tolerance, respect 
and solidarity inherent in human rights, 
provide knowledge of human rights in both 
national and international dimensions and 
develop among individuals awareness of the 
ways and means by which human rights can 
be translated into social and political reality. 
Education should not only make the individual 
aware of his or her own rights but should also 
at the same time instil respect for the rights of 
other individuals. 


In today's changing world, education 
for human rights is an imperative need - 
education that will liberate minds from the 
thraldom of obscurantism, bigotry. and 
narrowness and nurture democratic values and 
promote a societal transformation based on 
human rights. It explains why the World 
Conference on Human Rights held at Vienna 
in 1993 reaffirmed that States are duty bound, 
as stipulated in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and 
in other international human rights 
instruments, to ensure that education promotes 
respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 


Human rights teaching must be 
conditioned by the values and ethos of society. 
To be effective, it must be patterned on the 
culture and genious of society. In any training 
or teaching programme, the role of the 
committed teacher/trainer is very important. 
Teachers are the pivots around which all 
education revolves. Any attempt to introduce 
human rights education in schools will not be 
successful unless teachers are properly 
oriented. In the field of human rights, teachers’ 
own perception of human rights and 
commitments will count more than any well- 
prepared curriculum and elaborate guidelines. 


In India civil liberties and human rights 
groups and activists have been talking about 
introducing Human Rights as a subject of 
study of schools and colleges, as also for law- 
enforcing agencies, security forces and the 
army. Human rights teaching should be part 
of the open curriculum of schools and colleges 
in our country. Equally, it must also be 
reflected in the hidden curriculum, in the 
creation of an atmosphere that displays respect 
for human rights. There is no doubt that the 
present state of human rights literacy and the 
level of awareness and sensitivity to human 
rights in our country is very poor, particularly 
among the educated elite section of the society 
and hence the Human Rights Education should 
be made compulsory in schools and colleges. 


7, H.B. Colony, 
Lewis Road, Bhubaneswar-2. 


CHIEF MINISTER REVIEWS THE DROUGHT SITUATION 


Chief Minister Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik after his tour to the drought affected areas of the State reviewed different 
remedial measures against the recent drought at the Secretariat on 5.11.98. Chief Minister stressed on the supply of sufficient seeds to 
the peasants at the subsidised rate, assistance of Rs.300/- each to the onion cultivators for digging up shallow wells in the district of 
Angul and completion of repairs to all L.I. points. Shri Patnaik instructed the Panchayati Raj Department to dig ponds in the villages 
having no ponds and to ensure repairs to Minor Irrigation Projects. Engagement of adequate labour in constructional work, 


strengthening of public distribution system, old age pension and mid-day meal programmes etc. were emphasised by the 
Chief Minister. 


Shri Jagannath Patnaik, Minister, Revenue; Chief Secretary Shri $.B. Mishra, Special Relief Commissioner 
Shri P.K. Hota and Secretaries of different Departments participated in this meeting. 
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SURVEY REVEALS NEW BIRDS 
AT CHILKA 


Chilka Lake in Orissa is one of the few 
stirring places in the world where one would 
like to go back again and again. The migratory 
birds of Chilka make it a tourist paradise in 
winter months. Shaped like a 'pear', the lake 
covers 1100 sq km and is listed as the largest 
brackish water lake of Asia, according to the 
Ramsar Convention, 1971. 


At least 20 lakh birds come to Chilka 
between October and February. So far, 168 
varieties of birds have been identified. 
Glowing opalescent like liquid silver in the 
sunlight, Chilka is hauntingly beautiful. The 
wide variety of winter birds with their diverse 
‘music’ adds to its splendour. 


Although there is hardly any serious 
bird-watching activity, the tourist inflow is 
largest during the winter months because of 
the birds. It is immensely pleasurable to cruise 
on the lake. 


Since 1995, Chilka Wildlife Division 
has been conducting an annual survey of the 
birds. This official exercise estimates the total 
number of birds and records the various 
species that come visiting. Attempts are also 
made to study them alongwith a team of 
specialists. 


Nalaban Sanctuary is an island in the 
middle of the lake. The birds generally 
concentrate in Nalabana, Bhusandapur, 
Brahmapura and Talatola areas where forest 
guards keep a vigil for poachers. 


Monalisa Jena 


Chilka lake communicates with the 
Bay of Bengal by a narrow inlet through the 
sandy bar constantly thrown up by the sea. The 
tidal stream which rushes through the inlet 
suffices to keep the lake distinctly salty during 
the dry months from December to June. Once 
the rains have set in and the rivers come 
pouring down, the sea water is gradually 
driven out, and Chilka lake becomes a 
freshwater lake again. 


As a result of the perpetual war going 
on between the rivers and the sea—the former 
trying to find a vent for their waters and silt, 
and the latter repelling them with its sand- 
laden currents, the area of the lake keeps 
fluctuating (with the season, with the intensity 
and duration of annual floods and the tides) 
between 1100 and 900 sq km. As a result, it 
becomes a ‘wetland’ and marsh grass and 
weeds grow in abundance alongwith fish and 
other aquatic insects which become major 
Sources of food for the birds. 


Nalabana (a name meaning 'the reed 
forest’ from the kind of reed that covers the 
island) is about 15.5 sq. km in circumference 
with the water level not rising more than a few 


inches. This island is uninhabited and was 
declared a Sanctuary in 1987, 
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| February 15 last, the Chilka 
Division conducted its annual survey 
birds. Forming a group of 30 that 
ed forest Officials, ornithologists, 
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photographers and keen bird-watchers, we set 
out in six motor boats in different directions, 
equipped with binoculars and cameras. 


It was pleasant sunny weather. We 
were glad to see a Brahmini kite which kept 
flying beside us as if leading the way. This 
bird has bright rusty feathers and a white neck 
and breast, and calls out in a hoarse voice. The 
sight of this bird is considered auspicious and 
therefore is most popular, after the graceful 
pelicans and rosy flamingos. 


Aftér an hour's boat-ride, we 
approached Nalabana. From far we could see 
thousands of birds swarming all over. Coots, 
wigeons, common poachards and pintails were 
the most common and dominated the rest of 
the birds by their sheer numbers. It is a unique 
feature here to find coots, who are dip-diving 
ducks and an indicator of bad water as they 
subsist on waste products, waddling with 
wigeons who survive on clear water. 


Since the water in Chilka gets 
siphoned off constantly into the Bay of Bengal, 
putrefaction of the lake does not affect the 
birds. Of a total of 20 lakh birds that visit 
Chilka, half concentrate in Nalabana alone. A 
few dolphins are also visible in Nalabana; as 
many as 157 dolphins have been recorded. 
Massive concrete poles have been planted 
around the sanctuary to demarcate the island. 


Inside the sanctuary, it is another land. 
The sonorous motors are switched over and 
the boats are punted towards a watch-tower 
built in the middle of the sanctuary by the 
Forest Department. It was a quiet place, except 
for the bird cries and the noise of their flapping 
wings. The dark and fat coots waddled lazily 
and eyed us with suspicion. With them were 
the wigeons enjoying a sunbath. They kept 
flying by stretching their long legs and toes 


Common pochards swam together in small 
groups diving in shallow water. 


Bar-headed geese, pure grey in colour, 
rose gracefully in flight and gradually sorted 
themselves into a shallow 'V' formation. They 
were distinguishable by their sharp calls. As 
many as 3,300 bar-headed geese visited Chilka 
this year as against only 600 last year. 


Handsome Brahmini ducks called each 
other with musical gurgles. They were a dash 
of ruddy hue from a distance with ample 
flashes of white, black and brown-green 
painted wings. ‘ 


The large contingent of winter birds 
that arrived this year comprised mallards, 
teals, plovers, gulls, larks, babblers, warblers 
and buntings. The common teal is the smallest 
of the migratory ducks to have flown across 
the trans-Himalayan range. Egrets of various 
sizes were busy scooping insects and frogs. 
Gadwalls with their gun-metal colours are one 
of the commonest winter visitors of Chilka. 
Snipes and sandpipers who feed in the open 
in broad daylight are a delightful sight. Avocets 
with their long, slender, upturned balck bills 
and long necks could be seen in plenty. 


You can see pintails swimming with 
their necks arched and terns swooping on their 
prey—aquatic insects and small fish—-diving into 
the waters like kingfishers. Beady-eyed and 
suspicious shovellers floated low in the water, 
looked like dots of white chestnut and 
bottlegreen from far. 


Hawks that hovered above would 
suddently plunge and race off with a small bird 
or a fish in their beaks. Their 'raids' caused a 
commotion every time they swooped down on 
their unsuspecting prey. 


Huge pelicans with enormous pouched 
bills squatted at a distance. The survey 
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members counted the smaller birds in small 
batches before totalling them up for an 
approximate figure. But the pelicans were easy 
to count as they stood still in the water. Storks 
soared above holding their necks straight. It is 
a breathtaking sight to see the birds rise like a 
whirlwind and sparkle in the blue sky like stars 
while a lone predator bird chased them. 


The afternoon sun lent a lovely golden- 
and-red hue to the silvery expanse of water. 
The silhouettes of numerous hills that dot the 
lake provide a picturesque landscape. But the 
pinkheaded flamingos had an edge over their 
counterparts as the mellow afternoon sun 
shone on their pink feathers; they are the most- 
favoured winged Visitors—royal and 
spectacular. 


Last year, as many as 8,100 flamingos 
were sighted on the lake, many of whom 
prolonged their stay to this winter. Though 
flamingos and pelicans are found to be staying 
back, their roosting and nesting sites have yet 
to be pinpointed. Chilka seems to have become 
a ‘permanent’ home for them now, 


This year the Baikal teal was a 
newcomer to Chilka alongwith kestrels, about 
20 of which were reported to have been seen. 
Smew, a diving duck, has returned to Chilka 
after a gap of three years. Forest officials agree 
that many new species are yet to be identified 
and that a few days' survey over such a vast 
lake is inadequate. 


Grey and white sea gulls followed us 
back. Powerful and buoyant in their flights, 
gulls look their best when circling and gliding 


effortlessly round a boat or ship looking for 
scraps thrown overboard. 


Unfortunately, the lake has fallen on 
bad times. Apart from poachers, hundreds of 
buffaloes swim across to Nalaban from 
neighbouring villages to graze upon the tender 
reed grass. It is quite a job for the four or five 
forest guards in a boat to drive them away. 


There are very few avid bird-watchers 
in the State and there is dearth of proper 
knowledge about these birds. Chilka Wildlife 
Division rarely had an incharge who lasted 
more than six months. Efforts to conduct the 
annual survey and develop the sanctuary as 
well-as provide protection to these winged 
visitors were taken up only recently. 


Human predation is not the only 
danger that Chilka faces. It has to be kept alive 
by constantly desilting the narrow islet 
connecting it with the Bay of Bengal. 
Gradually, it is inching towards extinction. The 
once-rich aquatic life is being swamped and 
gagged by silt and proliferating water hyacinth: 
Various agencies are considering ways to 


Protect the unique ecosystem. But life is 
ebbing away. 


Chilka is 5000 years old; but at the 
present rate of environmental degradation and 
human apathy, is expected to last for not more 
than another 500 years. However, given the 
present state of circumstances, the birds will 
Cease to delight us years before that. 


Mukund Prasad 
Khurda - 752057. 


HuTaTe NTS TEIEIcToTaha 


OS RCE SCE 


ITT 


Orissa) Review 


(December; 19.98. 


THE HIDDEN TREASURE 


The treasure of 
Indian art, literature and 
culture hidden in 
"Saraswata Kshetra" (the 
Centre of learning) at 
Udaypur, a sleepy village 
of Nayagarh district is yet 
untapped by many. The 
man who created legend 
in founding this Saras- 
wata Kshetra in a remote 
village surrou-nded by 
hill tracks and inhabited 
by illiterate poverty— 
stricken people is late 
Dasarathi Patnaik, 
popularly known as 
"Dasia Aja" in literary 
circle. His centre of 
learning is composed of 
three branches : 
Banchhanidhi Pathagar (a library), Sri Aurobindo 
Sangrahalaya (a museum) and Jadumani Sahitya 
Sansad (a centre of literary conference). 


The adventure, perseverence, outlook, 
dedication and love for Indian art, literature and 
culture of a countryman like Dasarathi has no 
parallel of its kind in history. "Necessity" — the 
mother of invention and "Curiosity" — the food of 
the mind were the guiding secrets which 
profoundly influenced Dasarathi in his endeavour 
for preservation and upliftment of Indian art, 
literature and culture. He believed that ancient 
Indian civilisation was full of life because it was 
rich in fine art, craft, heritage, literature and 
culture. The pearls of wisdom of centuries hidden 


Late Dasarathi Patnaik 
Architect of a mega Museu-Library 


Ashok Kumar Pattanaik 


in the Indian culture and 
the need for mental, moral 
and social regeneration 
through pursuit of 
knowledge and research 
was sensed by Dasarathi 
in his fifties. 

Dasarathi born in 1907 
was deprived of education 
beyond Class IV due to 
poverty but in this youth 
his intense search for 
basic human values 
convinced him that 
knowledge forms the 
inner core of all human 
happiness and therefore 
conceived the ideas of 
organising a library in his 
village to create 
opportunity for local 
people to achieve happiness through pursuit of 
knowledge. The tenacious effort, pioneering zeal, 
indomitable spirit and strong determination of 
Dasarathi made his village library a premier 
cultural institution in the State and a centre of 
piligrimage for the lovers of Indian art, literature 
and culture. Scholars and researchers pay visit to 
this treasure house of knowledge from all over the 
country and abroad in search of glorious heritage 
and culture of this country. 


The library named after his father 
Banchhanidhi, a freedom fighter, consists of three 
sections : Book section, Magazines and periodicals 
and manuscripts and back file section. 
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The book section consists of 40,000 books 
of different languages and varieties collection of 
dictionaries in 30 languages and very rare and old 
books is the uniqueness of this library. The 
magazine section contains periodicals, souvenirs, 
special issues etc of 65,000 numbers in 2600 titles. 
About 3000 rare back files adore the glory of the 
file section. 


The Museum named after the great Indian 
patriot and his spiritual Guru Sri Aurobindo is an 
invaluable institution with no parallel of its kind 
anywhereelse. 


The Archaeological Section preserves 
sculptures of different kinds ranging from 
mediaeval to present times including a number of 
collection of antique sculptures of Marathas and 
Mughal Age. Similiar is the collection of materials 
in the Numismatic section which consists a large 
number of silver, copper and other coins from pre- 
East India Company, Maratha and Mughal age and 
coins of different countries of the world. Connons, 
swords and arms belonging to Mediaeval to 
Modern times including the arms and ammunitions 
used by the tribals find place in the Armoury of 
the museum, 


The mining and geological section depicts 
the mineral Wealth of Orissa and different parts of 


Banchhanidhi Pathagara— Sri Aurobindo Sangrahalaya — Jadumani Sahitya Sansada 


the country and abroad. A good number of wildlife 
extracts and roots and leaves, wooden figurettes 
of different trees and creepers are preserved in the 
natural history branch. Varieties of Orissan 
handicrafts made of wood, clay, textile, paper, 
bamboo, metals etc. from an unique collection in 
the museum. Old and rare art, craft and patta 
paintings also contemporary paintings and 
sculptures adore the art and craft gallery. 


Some of the implements, equipments and 
materials belonging to stone and pre-historic age, 
ethonographic collection such as tribal costumes 
and ornaments and musical instruments pertaining 
to tribals and folk art 
form a precious part 
of the museum. The 
collection of huge 
number of Indian 
and foreign postage 
stamps, souvenirs 
from birth places of 
prophets, saints and 
pilgrimages, 
different varieties of 
food crops, oil 
seeds, maps, 
calenders, old 
records and letters of 
eminence elce 
glorify the wisdom 
of the museum. 
Rock pieces of moon and Berlin wall, the symbol 
of democracy of USA engraved on rock, the used 
materials’ of Mahatma Gandhi, Gopabandhu, 
Acharya Harihar etc., fossil of Dinosaur, backbone 
of whale (sea fish), cannons used by the then kings 
in the war are some of the precious collections 
preserved in the museum. 


An outstanding collection of about 5000 
* palm leaf manuscripts including some of them with 
illustrated works in attractive design is really 
superb. The palm leaf collections are divided into 
eight sections. The illustrated palm leaf 
manuscripts that include Gita Govinda, Srikrishna 
Rasalila, Ushavilash, Chausathi Ratibandha, 
Mathura Mangala, Sobhabati Kavya etc. are 
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unique. The facts and figures about ancient history, 
cultural heritage and traditions of India depicted 
in the palm leaf 
manuscripts are 
of unique value 
for researchers. It 
is learned that so 
far 800 
researchers have 
collected research 
materials for their 
papers from this 
centre of learning. 


Thaae 
library and the 
museum 
established in 
1959 and 1973 
respectively in the 
calm and serene 
atmosphere of the 
seat of Goddess 
Saraswati reached the pinnacle of its glory with 
the establishment of another vibrant organisation 
in 1975 called Jadumani Sahitya Sansad named 
after the great Oriya poet Jadumani. Dasarathi, 
considered as friend, philosopher, guide and well 
wisher of innumerable poets, writers and artists 
of the state was organising cultural and literary 
conferences, study circles etc. every year in the 
premises of his integral library during his life time. 
Literary, sports and art competitions were also 
organised and prizes as well as certificates 
distributed. In the annual function of the Sansad 
held every year, 'Manapatra' and ‘Upayanas' were 
presented to distinguished persons of the state in 
the field of art, literature, culture and in various 
other fields of the society such as cultivation, 
animal husbandry, social service etc. The needy 
artists, writers, poets and poor students also used 
to get financial assistance from the Sansad Fund 
collected by its founder Dasarathi by begging alms 
from various men whether a student ora rickshaw 
puller, a lecturer, or a business man from 10 paise 
to 10 rupees that suits each one's pocket. 


Fossil Dinosaur Bone and Rocks of Moon 


The stupendous task of building this 
immortal twin house of wisdom and knowledge 
(library and 
museum) in a 
remote village 
far away from 
civilisation was 
made possible 
by the half 
nuked fakir 
Dasarathi 
single-handedly 
by begging 
funds, rare 
documents, 
books and 
materials door 
to door from 
dawn to dusk 
without caring 
for his old age 
and disease. 


Dasarathi, the great saviour of Indian art, 
literature and culture attributed his success to his 
dislike for slumber, insincerity, wasting time and 
leading the life of a beggar. There is hardly any 
writer or poet left in the state who has not been 
appreciated for his worth writing by Dasarathi 
through letter and blessings. Dasarathi, the beacon 
light of wisdom breathed his last on 12th 
September 1997 in a deserted well of his village. 
The institutions founded and developed by him 
are at present run by a Trust named "Dasarathi 
Pattnaik Library Trust" under the Chairmanship 
of Collector and District Magistrate, Nayagarh. 
The well wishers of Dasarathi and the lovers of 
art and book pay visit to this institution from all 
over the country and abroad in search of hidden 
treasure. Though no national honour came to him 
during his life time possibly due to his silent work 
and indifference to any honour, his last wishes i.e. ° 
proper preservation of the monuments and the 
management of his children (the Institutions) by 
government deserves attention. 


Collectorate, Khurda. 
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TALES OF SUCCESS 


Kashinath Mohanty 


The story of Kashinath Mohanty of 
Ganjam district, now residing in a rented house 
at Dadhibamana Sahi in Phulbani town is quite 
fascinating. Back in 1990, when the district 
was severely lashed out by flood, Kasinath, 
then 40, was badly affected. Mere sustenance 
was a big threat. He left his home district and 
came to Phulbani in search of a fortune. He 
ventured into a small trade with a meagre 
capital investment of about 200 rupees. In a 
mobile cart he started selling spiced puffed 
rice. Whatever he earned, it was hardly 
sufficient to support his wife and two children. 


Fortune smiled on him. In 1995, he 
chanced to confer with a lady social organiser 
in the Phulbani NAC office who could arrange 
a sum of Rs.10,000 under Nehru Rojgar 
Yojana. The UCO Bank released the amount 
in favour of Kashinath. Kashinath purchased 
a four wheeler cart and started selling fancy 
edibles like mixture, chat, biscuits, sweet balls, 
chocolates, toffees etc. People now find his 
open mobile shop near different schools during 
the day and on the market squire in the 
evening. He makes a thriving business now. 


Kashinath to his credit is a green card- 
holder. He is now capable of earning a net 
profit of Rs.80/- per day which he spends on 
the education of his daughter and son. His only 
son got a second division in HSC exam and is 
now studying in the college. His only daughter 
too is now in class-VIIL 


Kashinath has no regrets. He is quite 
complacent and is proud of standing on his 
own legs. The loan amount of Rs.10,000 which 
he received under NRY has been paid off in 
36 instalments. He would marry off his 
daughter when she comes up of her age and 
for this big happening, he has opened a 
Recurring Deposit in the local UCO Bank 
branch by making a payment of Rs.400/- per 
month out of his hard savings. 


Input: Mahapatra Pradhan, DIPRO, Phulbani. 
Biswamitra Barik 


A little known village is Khairatikira 
under Mayuraudan Panchayat, hardly 15 kms 
away from Sonepur town where Shri 
Biswanath Barik, aged 42 lives with his old 
mother, wife, two daughters and two sons. 
There was a time when he struggled hard for 
existence, He was a mere peasant owning two 
acres of cultivable land, fully dependent on 
seasonal rains. The small patch which was the 
nucleus of his sustenance, often yielded him 
little produce which multiplied his woes. 


This two-acre patch is now a veritable 
paradise. It has been transformed to a model 
farm and people passing by it can't but stare 
and appreciate the enterprise of Biswamitra. 


Biswamitra has no scruples. He 
himself recounts his own tale of gradual rise 
and success, He remembers the day when 
some babus of Horticulture department of 


a JES 00 0 a a 0 0 TOVSTTETE TST TTS es 


Orissa Review 


Y, ecomber, 1IIS. 


| 


a 


q/ 


y 


& 


Sonepur came to his village and in a gathering 
of cultivators spoke about improved method 
of cultivation and assured higher yield. 
Biswamitra was impressed. He requested the 
officers to enlist him as one of the progressive 
cultivators who sincerely needed a change. 


In 1993-94, he got financial assistance 


. to dig a well in his arid land under Million 


Wells scheme. That year too, he also gotasum 
of Rs.4,000/- under JRY for purchase of 
saplings of fruit trees, fertilisers and pesticides. 
In 1995-96 Govt. provided him a 5 HP Diesel 
Pump. The pump is now benefitting other 
farmers also. 


Biswamitra's model farm now houses 
15 mango trees, 10 guava, 10 lemon trees, 5 
pomegranates and one cocoanut tree. 
Amritbhanda, Sajana and other fruit trees are 
also planted on the bunds. These tree are in a 
fruit-bearing stage. He has also planted 150 
numbers of Bhusabali banana plants, from 
which he earns nearly Rs.10,000 per annum. 


Biswamitra has also taken advantage 
of subsidised high-yielding vegetable seeds 
made available to him by the Horticulture 
Deptt. He grows brinjal, onion, potato etc 
which fetches him between Rs.30,000 - 
40,000/- per annum. His eldest son is studying 
in Sonepur College. The whole family is now 
staying in the Indira Awas which was awarded 
to him during 1993-94. Biswamitra records his 
deep sense of gratitude to the Horticulture 
Deptt. of Sonepr for his onward rise and 
success. 


Input : Muhmmad Ibrahim, DIPRO, Sonepur. 
Gangadhar Sabar 


Gangadhara Sabar, son of Raichan, a 
marginal farmer, lives in the village Khasbahal 
under Khariar Panchayat in Nuapada district. 
His agricultural produce is virtually nil on 


account of repeated drought. In 1991, his name 
was enlisted as one of the prospective 
beneficiaries for availing of an irrigation well 
under Integrated Rural Development 
Programme at the behest of the Gram Sevak 
and the B.D.O. Gangadhar received a sum of 
Rs. 13,200 under that scheme to dig a well and 
with the help of a tenda (a water lifting 
contrivance) busied himself in vegetable 
cultivation. Next year, he could also avail 50% 
subsidy on a 5 HP Diesel Pump. He put in 
tremendous effort and took up paddy 
cultivation along with the vegetables. Now he 
earns nearly Rs.3,000/- per month by selling 
potol, chilly, tomato etc. He is no more afraid 
of drought and lives a secured life in the 
company of his school going ¢hildren. 


Radhamohan Dandsena 


Radhamohan, a poor villager of 
Damapala under Khariar block in Nuapada 
district never dreamt of a secured roof . His 
little house was in shatters and repairs would 
cost him very dear. He called upon the local 
Sarapanch and came to know about the Indira 
Awas Scheme. He approached the BDO with 
an application. The Village Committee also 
endorsed his application. To his fortune, a sum 
of Rs.10,000/- was sanctioned. He got the 
amount in three instalments and with locally 
available bricks and boulders he could build a 
house. He is elated to live.under the new roof 
with his family. 


Input : Ashok Patra, DIPRO, Nuapada. 
Rabi Mohanty 


Pisciculture in sweet water has yielded 
legendary results in case of Shri Rabi Mohanty 
of Sahasapur Village in Bhadrak district. The 
commercial viability of his enterprise has been 
rated high by the scientists of CIFA. In fact 
Shri Mohanty is probably the first Oriya in the 
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state to have achieved unexpected success in 
sweet water fish cultivation. 


Rabi grew prawn in three big ponds. 
A pond having an area of one acre had water 
deposit of 2 feet height. Each pond housed 
nearly 10,000 fish seeds, supplied by the CIFA, 
within six months from the total of 30,000 
seeds, Sri Mohanty caught prawns weighing 
around 7 qtls. on 10.11.98. The Surya Udyog 
at Paradip purchased the whole lot @ Rs.315 
per kg which was exported after due 
processing. 


The success of Sri Mohanty is the 
direct outcome of the New Agriculture Policy 
of the government. The Krushi Sahayak 
Kendra of Bhadrak encouraged Sri Mohanty 
and by their recommendation Shri Mohanty 
could avail a loan of Rs.1,80,000/- from the 
UCO Bank at 14% interest to be repaid in 5 
years. He also got a rebate of 20% as per the 
New Agriculture Policy. 


After paying off the bank loan, 
Sri Mohanty is now earning nearly Rs.15,000/ 
- per month. He has given employment to three 
persons. The pond water discharged every 
week is acting like fertiliser in the adjacent 
fields. Govt. is paying more attention on sweet 
fish cultivation than brine water as pisciculture 
in sweet water is free from environmental 
pollution. Sri Mohanty's success sends a 
message to the village youths to take up 
pisciculture as an avocation as it ensures self 
employment and foreign exchange earnings, 


Input: Haramohan Jena, DIPRO, Bhadrak. 
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Bhaskara Nanda 


This is the story of an enterpreneur 
Shri Bhaskara Nanda of Ghatakudi village 
under Brahmagiri block. The village did not 
have a retail shop. The natives used to face a 
lot of hardships by straying into nearby villages 
for shopping. Bhaskar who supports his family 
from his daily wages once thought of having 
a shop in the village so that it would spare the 
villagers of going to distant places for buying 
their essential commodities. Thank god, he 
was literate and could come to know about 
financial support under PMRY. 


He mustered up courage, went to the 
Brahmagiri Block and met the Industrial 
Promotion Officer who provided him 
necessary phillip. His application was duly 
considered and he was given a cash of 
Rs.55,000/- through the Union Bank. Fortune 
favours the brave. Bhaskar's drive and 
diligence was a great asset. He opened his shop 
in August,'96. He was sincere and committed. 
His trade eventually turned out successful. He 
could regularly pay off loan instalments. He 
hopes that he will be debtfree after a few 
months and expand his business out of his own 
savings. It's a great difference ! A daily wage 
could raise himself to a flourishing merchant ! 
Bhaskar Nanda is indeed a pathfinder to many 
unemployed educated youths of the locality. 


Input: B.B. Mansingh, DIPRO, Puri. 


OLD BUSES TO BE WITHDRAWN PHASEWISE 


Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik has instructed to withdraw thé old buses phasewise plying in the different routes of the 4 
State. Shri Patnaik in a high level meeting held in connection with the transport system also clarified that buses running more than 
20 years would be withdrawn immediately whereas buses of 10-15 years would be withdrawn within 3 to 6 months, 


Applications for sanction of permanent permit to the buses in various routes will soon be taken up for consideration and 
buses running for less than 5 years will be accorded permanent permit as decided upon by the Govt. 
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PATHANI SAMANTA 


Rajkishore Mishra 


Chandrasekhara Simhasamanta Harichandana Mohapatra, 
most popularly known as Pathani Samanta was a prodigious 
astrophysicist of Orissa. Born in Khandapara, a Tributary State of Orissa 
in 1835, Chandrasekhara carved out a new graph of his life by turning 
to the skies, stars and luminaries right from his teens. His nephew was 
the ruling chief who despised the queer avocation of Chandrasekhara. 
But Chandrasekhara showed no zeal for pelf and power, yet chose to 
remain indifferent. He found immense interest in measuring shadows, 
altitudes, expansions and gazing at the stars winkless out of irresistible 
curiosity. His knowledge of Sanskrit and Classics, blended with a 
passion for star gazing, made him a renaissance rebel and his psyche 
was fully prepared to commune with the blooming nucturnal sky. He 
studied the Hindu astronomy, i.e., the Samhitas and Siddhantas of 
. Aryabhatta, Ganesa, Varahamihira. Satananda, Brahmagupta, Bhaskara, 

Kamabhatta and others and found that some of the computed figures 

: ' therein about the zodiac and the Panchanga were not in consonance 
with rent he observed for himself by gazing at the sky. This was the beginning of his research. He 
questioned the texts and decided to augment an observatory of his own. With the help of crude, 
unsophisticated implements he succeeded in locating the areas of errors that had crept into the laudable 
texts authored by previous scholar-astronomers. For an example, while determining the tithi, yoga, karana 
and the exact placement of the moon he found the discrepancy was about more than five and a half 
hours. Years of endeavour helped him find out the reason of such discrepancy which was due to the 
strange motion of the moon. He brought down the difference to 48 seconds in case of the tithi and | 
minute 12 seconds in case of the determination of the stars. Still, this solution did not satisfy him. He 
carried on intensive research and finally came out with success. He had devised various globes, patent 
telescopes, astrolabes and contrivances to make his observations free from even the slightest error. Those 
instruments were in a way an improvement upon the old ones as devised by early masters and some were 
quite new, i.e. Bahukaksha Yantra, Golardha Yantra, Mana Yantra, Chakra Yantra, Kapala Yantra 
and Swayamvaha Yantra etc. The materials which he used in manufacturing these Yantras were bamboo 
posts, bottle gourd, wooden planks, iron nails, steel arcs, mercury, glassware, wooden posts and pipes 
etc. By using his Mana Yantra he could reckon the height of the Mahendragiri and the Sapatasjya hill 
with an ease. 


It was Sri Jogesh Chandra Ray, Professor of Physical Science, Cuttack College (now renamed as 
Ravenshaw College) who brought Samanta Chandrasekhara to limelight. When he showed his telescope 
(having a refractor of 3 1/4" diametre) Chandrasekhara expressed his thrill. He immediately recognised 
that the lens was magnified about hundred diametre (it was infact adjusted with a power of 80) and 
regretted that he had not had the advantage of such instrument in his younger days. 


It is unfortunate that Chandrasekhara was not aware of Jai Singh's observatory and his patent 
Yantras of the 18th Century, Jai Singh's 'Samrat Yantra’ (90x147), 'Shashtamsa Yantra’ (sextant instrument), 
‘Rasivalaya Yantra’ (ecliptic instrument), 'Kapala Yantra’ (hemispherical instrument), 'Digamsa Yantra’ 
(azimuth instrument) etc. would have supplemented to a great extent to Chandrasekhara's findings. 


However, Chandrasekhara by dint of his assiduous study could rectify anomalies pertaining to 
precession of equinoxes (ayanamsa as 57.615 seconds per annum), difference between the parallaxes of 
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the sun and the moon (56' 6"), Moon's inclination as 5'9" (in modern astronomy it is 58'48") and Mars’ 
1.51°. His major contribution to world astronomy is his findings about the irregularities of the moon 
which he pointed out as Tungantara (Evection). Pakshika (Variation) and Digamsa (Annual Equation) 
which are 2.4°, 38° 12' and 12° respectively. The Greek astronomer Hipparchus detected moon's evection 
in 150 B.C and the 16th Century Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe had observed both evection and annual 
equation of the moon but not the variation. Chandrasekhara's calculations of forthcoming lunar eclipses 
on 22-4-1901, 17-10-1902, 11-4-1903 and the solar eclipse on 31-10-1902 were conveyed to Edward VII 
through Prof. Ray on 18th December, 1901. He had his own theories regarding the determination of the 
meridian, the obliquity of the ecliptic etc. While reiterating the apparent motionlessness of the Earth 
Chandrasekhara tried to explain the dynamics of the motion of a two-body system which is. similar to 
modem classical mechanics. The ‘centre of mass' of the Sun—Earth system actually lies close to Sun's 
centre whereas of the Sun—Jupiter system the ‘centre of mass' or the bharakendra is quite outside the Sun 
which partly accounts for Chnadrasekhara's theory. But the real problem was that Chandrasekhara's 
‘Mana Yantra’ was not highly sensitive to detect parallaxes of stars (i.e. apparent motion of the distant 


stars). Anyway, mathematically determination of the Earth-Sun motion would be the same if the Sun is 
taken to be moving round the fixed Earth. 


His magnum opus, Siddhantadarpana was completed in 1892. It contains 5 principal sections 
(adhikara) and 24 chapters (prakasha) in 2500 Sanskrit verses (inclusive of 216 verses as quotations 
from early texts; i.e. Surya Siddhanta and Siddhanta Siromani). It took the author long 23 years (the date 
of commencement being April 14, 1869-three years after the Great Famine in Orissa). The-then Maharaja 
of Ahthamallik kindly provided financial assistance for printing of the book in Devanagari script at the 
Giris Vidyaratna Press, Calcutta under the direct supervision of Prof. Jogesh Chandra Ray who wrote an 
elaborate introduction in English running over 66 pages and a two-page note in Sanskrit. The book was 
printed in 1897 and it reached the scholars two years after in 1899. i 

The printed book soon created a stir amon: 
was actively considering to confer the distin 
In this regard, Shri K.P. Gupta, 
further pursued by Mr. Superin 
signed by the Viceroy & Governor General of India (Mr. Lansdowne 


g scholars of international fame. The British Government 


i Fort, Cuttack on 3rd September 1894 
ing poet Radhanath Ray. 


" : z ; laim from the international Press. "The 
Knowledge", a magazine of Science, Literature and Art publi 5 ron a 
in its volume (1899) No.XXII at Page 257. Another cere pei enon spoke highly of the va 
March 1899) published from London paid a tribute in its Vol.59 (page Ze cience, The Nature’, 

The future Newton or Einstein of India was pro : P 7 

trammels. Had he been affluent and bleassed with a ean ae paatads through life's mul 
in the field of spherical geometry, astronomy and space science, Thanks t mei made lasting contribu :; e 
of Athamallik for his munificent help, otherwise Siddhantadarpana 0 Shri Mahendra Dev, the a 
the day. Late Gourrishanker Ray made many a futile atte would not have seen the light © 
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published, the Oriya almanac, the 'Utkal Panjika' was being published by Cuttack Printing Company 
under the direct supervision of Samanta Chandrasekhara and his pupil Harihara Khadiratna of Khurda 
and after the latter's death, by his son Sadasiva Khadiratna. When Sadasiva could not assist properly on 
account of his poor eyesight Chandrasekhara banked upon Rajaballabha Mishra, assistant teacher of 


. Khandapara School who was also Chandrasekhara's student. But the Goddess of Fortune was always 


hostile to Chandrasekhara. Sadashiva Khadiratna and Rajaballabha withdrew their loyalty from their 
teacher and in 1896 three dissimilar almanacs were found to have been published in Orissa which 
created immense confusion. These three were published by the Cuttack Trading Company, Arunodaya 
Press (Cuttack) and Sitanath Ray Press (Balasore). 


Chandrasekhara experienced acute financial crisis during his old age. The Superintendent of the 
Tributary Mahals of Orissa wrote a letter to Bengal Government on 16th July 1903 fora grant of pension 
to the author of Siddhantadarpana. Lord Curzon, T.Raleigh, E.FG, Law, E.R.Elles, A.T. Arundel and 
Denzil Ibbetson sent a joint petition to His Majesty's Secretary of State for India, Lord George Francis 
Hamilton, G.C.S.I. on 17th September, 1903 for the grant of a literary pension to 'Mahamahopadhyaya 
Chandrasekhara Sinha Hari Chandana Mahapatra Samanta’ and stated therein : 


xxx "The Pandit is an old man of 68 years of age, in poor circumstances and extremely feeble 
health, whose whole life has been consistently devoted to the study of science. The Bengal Government 
consider that the circumstances are exceptional, the case being a curious and interesting one of devotion 
to learning for its own sake and the Lieutenant Governor believes that the Government in honouring such 
a student would honour itself. The Government is also of opinion that, in view of the high social position 
of the Mahamahopadhyaya, the grant to him of a pension of Rs.50/- per mensem would be suitable. 


We consider that the grant of a pension to such a student would be entirely in consonance with 
native feeling and would find a precedent in the policy under which we support many indigenous Sanskrit 
Schools where instruction is given in subjects hardly more profitable than the pursuit of astronomical 
methods without the aid of modern instruments. Moreover, we regard the Pandit's work as by no means 
devoid of interest, and even value, since it throws light upon the beginnings of Astronomy by showing 
what can be done by primitive instruments. xxx " Chandrasekhara continued to receive the pension till 


his death. 

Samanta Chandrasekhara was a staunch devout of Lord Jagannath. Siddhantadarpana opens 
with an invocatory to the darkblue seraphic effulgence of the divine Septemvir (i.e., Laksmi, Bhu Devi, 
Madhava, Sudarshana Chakra, Sri Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra) crowning the Ratna Simhasana 
rum at Nilachala (Puri). Each Chapter of his book contains an euology to Lord 
Jagannath which precedes the colophone. The 23rd chapter (Prakasha) is exclusively devoted to Lord 
Jagannath that runs over 56 verses. Chandrasekhara had intently desired to breathe his last in Srikshetra 
(Puri) and accordingly spelt out his death-wish to Lord Jagannath and conveyed it to his family at 


in the sanctum sancto: 


Khandapara : 
(O Jagannatha) ! This humble self beseeches Thee to grant him a place (for breathing his last) 


somewhere between the Kalpa Bata and the Mahodadhi. xxx Let my physical remains rest in the holy 


land of Purusottama Ksetra. 
On the scheduled day, Samanta Chandrasekhara was given a doleful ceremonial send-off at 
Khandapara and the old, decrepit devout—astronomer set out for Puri where he died in 1904. 


Editor, 
Orissa Review, 
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GEMSTONE’POLICY OF 
GOVT. OF ORISSA 


1. Government of Orissa have announced "The Gemstone Policy of Orissa, 1998", 


Ds The Policy provides for grant of mining lease for Gemstones in the State of Orissa to 


private parties. It also envisa 


Gemstones. 
Mining Lease 


ges the appointment of Trading licencees to deal in 


3; Previously, large tracts of the Gemstone bearing areas in the State have been reserved 
for exploration and exploitation by Orissa Mining Corporation. Most of those areas have 


already been prospected and now de- 


previously not reserved have also been prospected. 


The following pros 


w.e.f. Ist January 1999, 


Name of the Districts 


Angul / Dhenkanal 


Sambalpur 


Deogarh 
Jharsuguda 
Bolangir 
Subarnapur 


Boudh 
Kalahandi 


Nuapada 


Rayagada 


Gemstone tracts 


1) JhilliMagarmuhan- Nuagaon 


2) Charbati-Rairakhol-Beldihi 
3) Jujumara-Bagdhapa- Tabloi 
4) Meghpal—Ranchipara 


5) Budido-Palsama—Jharposi 
6) Bagdihi 
7) Ghuchepali—Antarla 


8) Natiamunda-Siali 

9) Badmal-Mursundi 

10) Bargochha 

11) Jillingdhar-Hinjlibahal 

12) Orbahal-Urharanga 

13) Sirjapali-Tundla 

14) Katmal-Babebir—-Amera 

15) Damjhor—Burhapada— 
Mantritarai 

16) Paikdakulguda— Hatamuniguda 

17) Irkubadi-Tarhama 

18) Karlaghati-Karanjgurha 


reserved. Besides, some gemstone areas which were 


pected areas are now available for grant of mining lease 


Gemstone Association 


Garnet, red corundum, moon 
stone, blue kyanite 
Acquamarine, Zircon 
Aquamarine, garnet 
Chrysoberyl, cat's eye, 
alexandrite, green beryl pink 
corundum. 

Garnet of different varieties 
Tourmaline 

Acquamarine, emerald, topaz, 
holiodor 

Rhodolite garnet 
Aquamarine 

Blue & green tourmaline 
Ruby 

lolite 

Chrysoberyl, cat's eye 

Blue sapphire 

Garnet & lolite 


Chrysoberyl, cat's eye 
Sillimanite, cat's eye 
Chrysoberyl 


J TCUEUCT LT CE TOT TT TUT Tee has 


[es] 


« 


Orissa Review ‘ December, 19.98 


BBRBHABLEE =| 


4. The Maps are available with the Mining Officers concerned for inspection, if required. 

5. The intending parties may file their mining lease applications(s) to the concerned 
Collector(s) and to the State Govt. in Form-1 Under Rule 22 of the Mineral Concession 
Rules, 1960. 

6. ~ The selection criteria for grant of mining lease interalia will be as follows :- 

(a) The financial standing of the party including a commitment that it will put in an 
i investment of at least Rs.100 lakhs within the specified period in the shape of plant 
and machinery/other processing facilities. 
(b) Technical expertise available with the applicants. 
(c) Parties who have the experience of dealing with gemstone and processing thereof 
including lapidary operations. ; 

th The terms and conditions for grant of mining lease apart from those which have been 
outlined in the MM(R&D) Act 1957 and M.C.Rules, 1960 are as follows : 

(a) The mining lease will be granted for a period of 20 years. 

(b) A lapidary unit will be set up within a period of 5 years from the date of execution of 
lease. 

(c) Supply of gemstones to local lapidary units on preferential basis. 

Trading Licence. 

8. State Government have also decided to grant Trading Licence under the Orissa Minerals 
(Prevention of Theft, Smuggling and Other Unlawful Activities) Act, 1989 and Rules 
framed thereunder to suitable persons for trading in gemstones within the State. 

G), The terms and conditions for grant of Trading Licences are as follows: 

(a) Payment of an annual licence fee of Rs.1(one) lakh. 

(b) Security deposit of Rs.1 lakh from each licencee (in shape of pledged certificates 
etc, interest on which will accrue to the licencee but in the event of forfeiture to the 
State). 

(c) A licencee should satisfy the following conditions : 

(i) He should be a lessee in respect of a gemstone bearing areas; 

(ii) If he is a non-lessee, he should have good financial standing with appropriate 
registration under Sales Tax/Income Tax Act. 
Among non-lessees, preference will be given to those who have gem processing 
units in the State or give a definite commitment for setting up such units inside 
the State within a poeriod of 5 years. 

10. The conditions for grant of Trading Licence are as follows : 


(a) The licence will be granted initially for a period of one year which will be renewable 
annually. For each renewal, the licencee would have to pay a licence fee of Rs.1 
lakh. Renewal can be made on satisfactory performance in terms of the provisions of 
Acts and Rules. 


(b) The licencee would pay royalty on the gemstones sold to him from different sources 
on the basis of the sale price determined as per rules. The assessing authority will 
verify the sale price from time to time to ensure that appropriate royalty is realised 
by Government. Subject to payment of royalty, the licencee can dispose of the stock 
in any manner he likes. : ‘ . 
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eee Dr. C.Rangarajan, Hon'ble Governor of Orissa paid a visit to Sishu Bhawan at Keonjhar on 9.11.1998. 

Ff © Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inaugurated an exhibition at Paradip on 3.11.98, organised on the occasion of the 
in Bali Yatra Festival. . 

as @ Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik addressed the exhibition "Enterprise-1998" organised by C.I.I. at the Bhubaneswar 
= Exhibition Ground on 4.11.1998. 


@ State-level Jayee Rajguru birth anniversary was celebrated on 29.10.98 at Soochana Bhavan. Minister of State, 
Excise Shri Suresh Kumar Routray, Principal Secretary, I.& PR. Shri $.C. Hota and other dignitaries addressed 
the function. 

@ Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inaugurated the "Auto Exhibition" at the Exhibition Ground on 10.11.1998. 

@ = Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inaugurated the National Symposium on Cellular Response-Stresses and Defence 
Mechanism at Plant Resources Centre, Bhubaneswar on 11.11.1998. 

@ = The State-level celebration of Shri Aurovindo's 125th birth anniversary was held at Soochana Bhawan on 8.11.98. 

It was graced by Minister, Industries, Shri Niranjan Patnaik; Minister, I.& PR. Shri Bhupinder Singh; Prof. 

Manoj Das,; Dr. Kabiprasad Mishra, Principal Secretary, I.& PR. Shri S.C. Hota and Director I.& PR. Shri R.N. 

Dash. 

Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inaugurated the acute malnutrition eradication campaign at Rabindra Mandap, 

Bhubaneswar on 14.11.1998. 

Hon'ble Speaker, OLA Shri Chintamani Dyansamantara inaugurated the Railway Ticket Reservation Counter at 

Bhubaneswar MLA Colony on 14.11.98. Minister Law Shri Raghunath Patnaik, Minister Transport Sri K.C. 

Lenka and DRM Shri Gokhale also spoke at the inaugural function. 

@ Hon'ble Speaker, OLA Shri Chintamani Dyansamantara, inaugurated the Newspaper Exhibition held on the 

occasion of National Newspaper Day, at Soochana Bhavan on 16.11.1998. 

© — Minister of State, Excise Shri Suresh Kumar Routray paid his tribute to martyr Birsa Munda on the occasion of the 

State level birth anniversary of Birsa Munda at Soochana Bhavan on 15.11.1998. Minister, I.& PR. Shri Bhupinder 

Singh presided over the function and Prof. Gopal Krushna Rath spoke to the audience as Chief Speaker. 

Deputy Chief Minister Shri B.K. Biswal addressed the audience on the occasion of National Press Day at Soochana 

Bhavan on 16.11.98. 

Chief Minister inaugurated the Students' Union at +2 Cultural Council of B.J.B. College, Bhubaneswar on 

18.11.1998. 

Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik; Speaker, OLA Shri Chintamani Dyansamantara; Minister, I.8& PR. Shri Bhupinder 

Singh; Minister of State, Excise Shri S.K. Routray and Chairman, Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation Dr. 

Jagannath Mohapatra graced the Paika Samabesha on 21.11.98 held on the occasion of Dr. H.K. Mahatab birth 

centenary celebration. 

A book entitled "Memories" on Biju Patnaik was released at the 15th Anniversary Celebration of Eastern Press 

Agency at Soochana Bhawan on 29.11.1998. 

Shri Suresh Kumar Routray, Minister of State, Excise inaugurated the 88th birth anniversary function of Saheed 

Raghu-Dibakar on 30.11.1998, 

50,561 IMPROVED CHULLAS SET UP IN THE STATE BY THE-END OF OCTOBER, 1998 

8704 INDIRA AWAS HOUSES BUILT BY THE MONTH OF AUGUST 

The State-level ‘National Press Day’ was celebrated under the auspices of I.& PR. Department and National 

Journalists’ Welfare Board on 16th November last. Addressing the audience, Shri Kanhu Charan Lenka, Minister, 

Transport said that the role of Newspapers and Journalists for the protection of democratic values was enormous 

in the post-independence era. ‘ 

Cotton Collection Centres i 

It has been decided to open 16 collection centres in-7 districts for collection of cotton from the cultivators. In 

Utkela, Karalapada, Balipada and Biswanathpur in Kalahandi district; Khariar in Nuapada district; Kantabanji 

and Jogimunda in Bolangir district; Rayagada, Gunupur and Bisamakataka in Rayagada district; Umarkote, Raigarh, 

Tumujihi in Nabarangpur district; Bandhugaon in Koraput district and Tinichhakia and Digapahandi in Ganjam 

district, the cotton produce would be collected at the yards of the Regulated Market Committees, National Cotton 

Corporation, COTFED and other cotton trading organisations can participate in the auction at the market places 

as pet the programme schedule. F ’ ( 

The State Government has declared the Kalinga Hospital as a "referral hospital of first choice” for treatment of 

Government Servants and their family members for diseases related to kidney, heart, lungs and neurosurgery. 
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